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Americans! Do You Know 
That Liberty Has Already 
Been Slain in America? 




The first official admission from 
governmental source* that Deb* and 

IhU 1..*>«h» fellow war victim* have oot 
Ix-t-o deprived of their « itiienship 
itnir this week almost .41 the same 
lime that the first issue* of the Amer- 
| h an Appeal catryinie Morris till 
: quit's story of the fraudulent attempt 
j to disfranchise these men reached 
i the public 

j Smokfil into the <»ien bv the in- 
I creatine flood of letter* ;in«l petitions 




fr*»M V «»!»• V r *d -* ! t!>e mo»". 
t. »»•• of exposure Albert Johnson. 

• l« tit rt>; m i.f the < ••mailt !••«• on Immi 

. .ind \alu*u! cation, which »»* 

• iiiixi t-ring 'he lu»*er rvwietb'n l«»r 
the restoration ot l>eb» »in/eie*h:p. 
ha-t»-o««! io annotate* i:i t'ongres* 
that BERGER& RESOLUTION MAO 
BEEN TABLED BCCAU8E DEBS 
H AO NOT LOST MlS CITIZENSHIP 
OV REASON OF Ml* CONVICTION. 



Forced Confession 



Representative Johnson .iiiuii iint" 
m^nt mas «|c u ii> the r«-Htili of Hi. in- 
< n»i"«iiiK ot.olu.y in «n«" 1 *•-».»» case 
•and ttr«r of ,iin- ».f ihe govern- 

' nieitt <!!-::. tn. h.«». no i t i .i !•( (#♦••»• 
: .» M* .•••!»:. »o-i * mm it mini fer It: 
J The mj.lt of mrmbe<"» of con- 
J grets aid c* the Committee on Inv 

m.Rrat'cn and Nat. ra'izat'on were 
j . i one. n o il on ^i 



Do You Know 

; That the War Espionage Law 
;z>:*r which there were 1.500 convtc- 
... f.T expressions of hone»t opinion 
acd AFTER the war. has not 
repealed— is only suspended. 
.» . to be clamped dowu In THE 
NE*T WAR? 



Do You Know 



That a Su(>r«m« t'ourt Decisiou 
rraiUing a conviction under 
»:-;'.odi« Uv If It can be shown 
l j-.-i judge or fanatical Jury that 
;- i.-3 or written opinion const!- 
- .i clear and present danger*' to 
-raraent? 



Do You Know 



the Espionage la« as it 
!s and thi* interpretation by 
ci*- «'ourt of the United 
.: nu» stand* constitute a 
:al and unconstitutional 
r. of liberty of expression 
: - the hands of the forces 
■.. :n America? 



Do You Know 

»: t..- » :prem« Court of the 
ft.v- -stained a conviction 
r- ■ • a Son-Partisan League 

^;^j*^r wairh. according to the di«- 
upi3ioa makes the advocacy of 
•t< -rolulon of war Uletal and gags 
'•■ - speech anl the pre-s OURINC 
PEACE TIMES AND WHEN NO 
EMERGENCY EXISTS* 

Do You Know 

* Ti.at when tbe Kaj»ionat;e I -aw 
»i- «::-pen!ed UNTIL THE NEXT 
n»*« Title 12 of Section 2. which 
„• the PostofSc*? Department power 

• • :j<*- matter from th*» mails con- 
• .r • i:.* provisions. WAS LEFT IN 
£c?ECT DURING THE PRESENT 
PEACE TIME PERIOO ANO INOEF- 

N-TELY IN THE FUTURE? 



Do You Know 

-at this confer* power of cen- 
>>n a department of the gor- 

.'. not controlled by the rotes 

p*«ople and can be u«ed at any 
. destroy th»j freedom of the 
*nd has been used within a 

^•o.;nst Carlo Tre«ra's anti-Fa^- 



Do You Know 



r.«: the ImmiKration Act pa>*ed 
'• 1>20. confers on the non-judl- 
- i non-'-lectiv« Immigration au- 
. The power to deport for their 
for philosophical an- 
whi< v h leach*** non-resistance, 
.♦ a hearing or a day In court, 
born persons and their 
no matter how long 
.-^ave been here, even to the 
of •-.iocelling their citizenship 



Do You Know 

T*-it thirty four states and two 
now have crimin.il syndi- 
• "T ^ edition or anarchy law.^. and 
. :i the^e state laws are based 
.r» attempt to punish mere belief 
* . f .'-it* to the existing regime and 
- --nfially contrary to the mean- 
r ih*» Confltjtutlon and American 
'•v. WHICH AIMED ALONE TO 
p-MSH ACTS? 



Do You Know 

Thai Pennsylvania has one of 

- Urn* which prescribes savage 

- hpi'-nt for expressions that might 

rontempt upon the government. 
*: *t Connecticut has a law that 
. !»-•* long imprisonment for any 

■ \. asserting b«.-fore an assemblage 

• r »r more persons anything that 
•■ ' injuriously effect the govern- 

- of the United States and the 
>f Connecticut, and that In Cal- 

.-. m-re membership In the L W. 
r I'ommunist party or possesnlon 
.-•/>. KariJa matter Issued by these 
-^i/ations la sufficient to earn sen- 
running from 7 to 14 years? 

Do You Know 

j -That 1.000 arrests have been 

■ under these monstrous laws 

• <vt belief and opinion and that at 

Mm* in -free America" 114 per- 



sona are suffering imprisonment, and 
that in California under a recent court 
injunction Communist* and 1 W. W 's 
can be sentenced to prison without 
trial by Jury 

Do You Know 

11 - --That in many states picket in* in 
behalf ot a stnk.- is illegal and in .ill 
states it l* limiTed to the di-p<v-iti.in 
of iin iujunrt;oii-w ieldii>c jud«» " 

Do You Know 

1- — That under exiftum laws iym- 
pathetic strikes ar«- con-pirai i«-?* i»u;c 
i*hubU« by the law and tlvut H»rik»H 
that aSfect interstate tr.ttfic can b»- < ""- 
stnted as conspiracies and the strik- 
ers punished* 

Do You Know 

13 -That the Supreme Court of the 
United Stat»*s "vc-e^ily dednred un- 
ct>u»titutional an Arizona law forbid- 
ding the us»* of the Injunction in iridu- 
tri;il disputes? 

Do You Know 

14- -That the Supreme Court of Hie 
United State* a few years ago ruled 
that an employer can legally re<jmr« 
an applicant for employment to sign 
ao agreement NOT TO JOIN A UNION 
WHILE IN HIS EMPLOY AND THAT 
THE UNION CAN AFTERWARD BE 
ENJOINEO FROM SOLICITING 
BREACHES OF THAT AGREEMENT 
and that this derUhm outlaws cr;oi« 
unions wherever enforced? 

Do You Know 

15— -Thai ordinances have bemui to 
apt/ear ia various American cu>»-s giv- 
ing the mayor, the police commi*- 
sioner. or th»- «.ommk-s;oner of puhl.c 
safety, control over meetings and 
speakers EVEN IN PRIVATE HALLS 
OR ON PRIVATE PROPERTY? 



Do You Know 



K 



IT That following alleged bomb e\ 
plosions tn the Department "f 

Justice, contrary to all tundanieiii.il 
law and Constitutional guaranty •">. 
was allowed to u»urp control and e\ 
pand its activities dangerously over 
the field of opinion, speech and Inter 
communications? 

Do You Know 

17— That in tbir. ne* capacitv of 
controlling beltet.s and «>imilon> the 
Department ol Ju.-tii-e planted spies 
and agent provocateur* widely in var 
ious organizations, and through the>- 
deliberately provoked resolutions and 
situations that furnished excuses for 
violent and brutal raids, arrnets and 
convictions? 

Do You Know 

IS -That thus ILLEGAL ACTS 
HAVE BECOME THE HABITUAL 
PRACTICE OF THE HIGHEST 
LEGAL POWERS IN THE UNITED 
8TATES IN THE SUPPRESSION OF 
BELIEFS ANO OPINIONS OPPOSED 
TO THE PRESENT ECONOMIC SYS- 
TEM? 



Do You Know 

1<* — That this same, supreme legal 
power of the United States la now 
allied with THE INDUSTRIAL ES- 
PIONAGE ACTIVITIES OF PRIVATE 
DETECTIVE AGENCIES AND THAT 
IN CASES OEALINO WITH THE EX- 
PRESSION AND CIRCULATION OF 
OPINION THE SAME MEN APPEAR 
IN THE DUAL CAPACITY OF SERV- 
ING THE GOVERNMENT AND SERV 
ING PRIVATE BUSINE8S. 

Do You Know 

20 — That this highest legal power 
In the United States has become pri- 
marily a propaganda agency for the 
suppression of beliefs opposed to the 
existing industrial system wielded 
solely in the interest of the owners 
and beneficiaries of the existing in- 
dustrial system, and operating In a 
vicious circle of provocation In labor 
circles, incitement in capitalist cir- 
cles, raids, arrests, convictions, de- 
portations and Imprisonments on its 
own provoked and planted testimony? 
(Continued on Page t) 




This Is the Liberty of 
Our Fathers Destroyed 
by American Plutocracy 



U. S. Supreme Court 

The ConsritutioD of the l"nit«-«J 
Stales i» a In vv for n:l« r* and p*op.e. 
equally in war and .'n ifi.tr. and 
cover* with the shield of i:'* pr«»te« 
t on alf clu-M * t l 0>v». at all I it.j»-- 
and imd»-f ail circ.tr::- t~i.« v.- S"« 'i«e- 
tr.n- frivolling mor.- «p»-roi« :«>«»« c-otr". 

'•:»(••- wa.» eve* :u>.-i.!e! .,» »t •• 
»i. nf r:..in tii.m if. at a:t;- of r.- ;«r>e 

• iH..,ii can he >u-|w tid-fl <!uru;.r :ui> 
< •;' tl> :*r« ai i x.m ih m i i ii.vi;pu.«-f>»' 

Sol i- • die trllie lead.- •{!!••■< lly To 

.•iitirc'.!* or d.-.-|»oUMn iK* paite 
Mi!!i;::ii. 4 Wall. 2. 1%«3» 

Amendments to Constitution 

\rticl. I foiig.e.^ »ha:i m.iWe :.<» 
i . m it - 1». •< t ii ir ;ui • sr.jSdu hn:< nt <>t 
i.|iuii>!i or pndijbtt >T:g ih*- ir^e e'.«-r 
> i-« tl • reof . <»r i> rn!i: ut t tr. m 
or hpeich. or of the pre,>; or the rurbt 

• •I Um |>eopl» p»-ac«-ab!y to a.«.-tm!»l> . 
.ind ii> |«e*i:ii>n the u.,v. r« r>« m f-.r a 

ie«lre-s of tiriev.llu-e" 

Article 4. The rultt «»t t':«- |^>p> 
;o If secure iu their p» r>on> hou-<» s. 
paper*-, and effe<t> a^a!n*-t nur-aMMi- 
:ihle «. arc':.«-s and -i-i/uif fhail no: 
lw \ iol.iti d. and n<» warrant- sha'.l 
»si.m. but U|»on pr<'b.it<l«* rans*-. sup- 
ported by oath or aTtirm^rinn. aud par 
tuut.irly descrihitig th- place to if 
."e.ir«-hed. a ii' I the per-cn or things to 
Ik- «elie<I. 



i thejr treasure and their blood io sup- 
porting war unless it be palpably 
necessary and Just. In war, 
:hec as in peace, assert the freedom 
<>f s;«-ech and o( the press. Cling to 
•hi*, as tli— bulwark of all >our rights 
i»t:d privileges. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Uut if C>-rt a cou.iiry *liere- 
Knovil. te can not ce diffu>- d without 
5.'^- »h r«ls ot moti-iaw «»T:d -tuture law; 
wli -r» i It t» not tree, where the 

o.'lf , i> \toluti d. .uail ba^s opened 
acd lettvr.s tampered with; • • • • 
»ii»r. iiin-rty is atiacked in the 
|.nro,;r>. iti-tttut ion of life; where the 
at'or. . uoi • ur» ii in t Is— earnings 
of his o»n hands: where suffrage is 
•■t ;r. *• and «<|Uui -that country is, 
;ii ..li th. s,. r,.-y»c»s u »t civil but bar* 
!>.«r .u-. an<! no ad.a.itagf *>f toil, 
■ >m-i ••. rlima'e tan resist tbe*>e 
«u;i id.i! mi — hiei.s. 



Continental CongTess (1774) 

The last right we t.l;«Il mention r«- 
>;.irds the (r»-edntu of »I»e pr»»s*. The 
importance of this «.-on*i<-. h^^.de , v 
the advancement of tru*h. m iftio. 
morality and arts in general, in its 
uiffttsion of liN ral <i'ntiments on the 
..dtnltiistr.itiou of g»«\ernm*nt. its 
read'- *o nmunfcation of tho--.ghts f-e 
iween subjeets. and it.s co:u equential 

iimniorion - of union among them. 

• • 
whereby opp*"»-s>iv oJf;cer« are 

shamed or tut tmidaf • .1 into more hon- 

onilde and .'tist mode-, of < ou<i<:< : ma 

.ifli'irs. 

Declaration of Independence 

Th;.» whenev-r any ;•-;..» of jr^.-ru 

foefil iM-COnies destructive of th> jo- 

• n<u« .(The securing of :\e rt»:hTs r»f 
lite, liberty and the rur»i:iJ of bal>p;- 
n-->s to all men. I it is th. r «ut of th- 
people to alter or abolish it. an.l to 

, institute a new government laying its 
; foundation on such prsm-.ples. lirvt 
i orcanizing its powers in such form 
.is io th< m shall seem mo*t likely to 
! effect their safety find hapt>iu-<*> 



WendeU Phillips 

No m.t;ti r whose tin* lips that aould 
speak, they must be free and un- 
c.iuiced Let us hel-eve that the whole 
of truth can uever do harm to the 
whol»* of virtue; and remember that 
in order to get the whole of truth you 
must allow .-very man. right or wrong, 
fr-ely to utt«rr his conscience, and pro- 
tect him in so doing. Entire un- 
shackled freedom for every man's Ufa, 
no mattvr what hi* doctrine — the 
safety of free discussion no matter 
how wide its range. The cornrnuclty 
which dar< s not protect its humblest 
and most hated number in the fre* 
utterance ot his opluions. no mntter 
how false or hateful, is only a gang 
of «|a\i*s 



I 



Jefferson: Inaugural 1801 

If there be any among u< who wou;<L 
«»i*h to dissolve this union or to 
change its republican form, let them 
stand undisturbed a* monuments of 
th'- safety with which error of opinion 
may he tolerated where .reason is left 
free to combat IrV 



John Quincy Adams 

The freedom of the pre^s should be 
inviolate. 



Liberty In America, Past, Present, Future 



Thomas Paine 

He that would make hi* own liberty 
secure, must guard even his enemy* 
from oppression, for if he violates this 
duty he establishes a precedent that 
will reach himself. 



Daniel Webster 

Important as I de*-m it. sir. to dis- 
cuss the policy o; th»* measures at 
present pursued, it is still more im- 
portant to maintain the right of such 
| discission in its full and just ext« nL 
I • • • • It is the ancient and coustl- 
f lutlonal right of thie people to canvass 
; -uM.c measures and the merits of 
i ;n:hiu- men. • • • • liolotigint; to 
', private iife as a light It b».'oo«;s to 
• puMic 1 if as a duty. This highly con- 
j ststutional privil. ge I shall defend and 
» • x«-r. in :i!l places in time of war, 
j in time peace and at all time. Liv- 
i in>: 1 will assert it; dying 1 will assert 
jit. and should I leave no other in- 
heritance to my children I will leave 
( th-m the inheritance of fr»»e princi- 
' pies and the ex.miple of a manly. In- 
dependent and constitutionsl defence 
j f\f t'^-m 

! Theodore Parker (on Mexi- 
i can War) 

j Your President tells us it Is tr-ason 
j to talk so! Treason is it? Treason 
to discuss a war which the govern- 
ment made and which the people are 
I made to pay for? Why. If the people 
can not discuss the war they have got 
to light and pay for. who under 
Heaven ran? Whose business is IL 
if it Is not vours and mine? 



Thi- is a graphe pr-.— ntalioi. «»f • 
the status of liberty in America, past. 1 
present and future. j 

At the rUht is -.-t forth th*- liberty ' 
of th.- lath. is and founders of this j 
rep'ibli' in word and SPIRIT the ; 
peak conception of civil liberty. 

Tl.ey challenge tyranny the* pro- 
claim in flaming words the right of 
the individual to hold and express 
any sincere belief end the suprem- 
acy of the will of the people in the 
making and unmaking of their gov- 
ernments. 

These Fathers possessed a vital 
grasp on the fundamental concept 
of I.IHKKTY and DEMOCRACY -- 
THAT WHATEVER RESTRAINTS 
AND PUNISHMENTS MAY HAVE 
TO HE IMPOSED ON ACTION, Lib- 
erty and Democracy are DESTROYED 
the moment restraints are placed upon 
IDEAS and OPINIONS 



They had the UUdytng democratic • 
f.iit It th a the {H-opi* can and must 
le trusted to expr».-s and promn!- | 
Kate the-r b- Ii. fs. ami they under- 
stood that the free promulgation of ' 
ideas and opinions <» the true and 
only corrective for erroneous or dan- 
gerous ideas and opinions, and the 
only possible basis for liberty and 
democracy. 

Read carefully wh.il they say by- 
word ar.d in their sp|» rulid documents 

the !►• .la rat ion of the Contln.nt.il 
Congress, the DECLARATION OF 
INI EPENDENCE. and the LIRERTY 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONST!- 
Tl'TION. and you will realize that 
the Appeals Interpretation of their 
CNDEICSTANDINC and their SPIRIT 
of liberty is tho rU:ht interpretation. 

Now turn to tr-e columns at the 
left and read and ponder the twenty- 
six outrageous violations of the 



PRINCIPLES ami the SPIRIT of 
Liberty of the Fathers and Founders 
of this Republic. 

These twenty six are not all of 

them. 

The Appeal is not large enough to 
contain au account of the outrages 
connected with the rape and assassi- 
nation of Liberty in America, begin- 
ning with the World War. 

A new and alien conception has 
ieen horn which blatantly calls Itself 
one hundred per tent Americanism. 

It Is the conception that Liberty 
must be preserved by force — that 
government is superior to the peo- 
ple — that the people may not make 
or unmake their governments — that 
th« people cannot be trusted — that 
ideas and opinion* are dangerous and 
must be restrained, regulated or sup- 
pressed. That opinions as well as 
(Cootlnaao on P*g« t) 



William Ellery Channing 

Duties of a Citizen tn Times Of 
Trial and Danger; (Written during 
the War of 1812) 

We live to hear a strange doctrine, 
that to expose the methods of rulers 
is treason; and we have lived to see 
this doctrine carried into practice. 
The cry has been that war is declared, 
and all opposition should therefore be 
hushed. A sentiment more unworthy 
of a free country could hardly be 
propagated. If the doctrine be ad- 
mitted, rulers have only to declare 
war and they are screened at once 
from scrutiny • • • • Our peace and 
all our Interests require that a differ- 
ent sentiment should prevail. We 
should teach our present and all our 
future ruler* that there U no measure 
for w hich they must render so solemn 
un account to their constituents as for 
a declaration of war; co measure will 
be so freely, so fully discussed; and 
that no administration can succeed In 
persuading this people to exhaust 



James Russell Lowell 

They are slaves who fear to speak 
For the fallen and the weak; 
They are slaves who will not choose 
Hatred, scoffing and abuse 
Rather than In silence shirk 
From the truth they needs must think; 
They are slaves who dare not be 
In. the right with two or- three. 



Walt Whitman 

l eay discuss all and expose all — I 
am for every topic openly: I suy there 
can be no safety for These States 
without Innovators— without free 
tongues, and ears willing to hear the 
tongues. 

And ! announce as a glory of These 
States that they respectfully listen to 
propositions, reforms, fresh views and 
doctrines from successions of men and 
women. 



Lincoln: Inaugural Address 

The country with Its Institutions, 
belongs to the people who inhabit 1L 
Whenever they shall grow weary of 
the existing government, they can ex- 
ercise their constitutional right of 
amending It. or their revolutionary 
i right to dismember or overthrow It. 



orfmericdn orfppeal 



The Meaning of Debs Arrest and Imprisonment 



By John W. Gunn 

(formerly A#*oclat«*l with txt* on the 
App«»l U> K#»wn I 
War heroes, at a rule. have their 
glory traced with huge and terrible 
•plotches of blood. Not so Kugene Vic- 
tor Debs, who— cleaily and proudly 
do we »ay It— atands loftily forth as 
• doe true hero of tho C.reat Wnr: an 
American hero, a real American pu- 
trlot when others, billowing lustily 
(and blood-lustlngly* of their "patrio 
Uam" were engage! In the. most cole* 
aal and braien betrayal of the coun- 
try'* best Ideals and Interests. L«t 
us aay these things at the outset, to 
nark the record straight: Oebs at- 
tacked no real American Interest. Oebs 
opposed no trws American principle. 
Debs violated no just, constitutional 
American la**. 

The Real Traitors 

It la worth while to recall who were 
the" real traitors. If treason Is an 
•plthet now to be cast In the teeth of 
any one. In the Spring of 1917, there 
waa no doubt that tho American poo- 
pie In an overwhelming and bona tide 
majority were In favor of peac. Not- 
withstanding the most unprincipled 
and unmitigated propaganda of the 
war-makers— a campaign without 
parallel in the history of the country- - 
only certain loud and self interested 
groups, and along with thein an ir- 
responsible Jingo element, pretended 
to be thirsting for biood It was recog- 
sited generally that no genuine, or 
•ztenalTe. American Interests were in 
danger. Did Wall Street have lnt*-r- 
eats that would be protected or pro- 
moted by American participation in 
the World War? That was another 
matter. There waa obviously no threat 
to general, democratic, sound and 
realistic American Interests. Am«-ri< an 
principles or American safety And 
altt in* In the White House was a 
President who. having all along up- 
held broadly the view we have Just 
stated, had only a few months before 
been re-elected by vlrture of the 
slogan. "He kept us out of war." 

Such was the* situation and what 
happened? Suddenly— yes. with what 
appeared to be startling stvjdcnness — 
the Wtlsonran policy wa* re.erved; 
AmcHca. and the bewildered Ameri- 
can people, were rushed into the war; 
tio word of objection or rea.<on or 
peaceful counsel had a chance. T1i»-h« 
words bad no chance, although the 
people wanted peace. But th- war 
Interests In Wall Street and Washing- 
ton, claiming hypocritically they were 
about to enter a war In defense of 
democracy, refused to let tho people 
express their democratic sentiments 
on the war issue. A few men In Con- 
gress, whipped on by a President who 



had pulled a sword from beneath hit 
peace professor's cloak, voted the 
country Into war Threats. Intimida- 
tion and contumely of the bitterest 
kind were used to silence all but a 
handful of others. And almost Im- 
mediately, with Indecent and self ac- 
curatory huste Indeed. gag legislation 
was rushed through to »uppr..'S every 
accent or whisper of peaceful talk In 
America. I'rulemocratic censorship, 
ami undemocratic t onscrtption. were 
the outstanding instruments of tyran- 
nical fonv ciuplo>vd to carry through 
this unpopular w..r. Tcrriorism. which 
reacted in a seemingly popular and 
really cowardly war spirit, became at 
once the moji disorderly order of the 
day. It was a terrorism, not eimply of 
molts, but of a super niobium lifted to 
the height the fti.ttii- ful pinna-de -of 
a national policy. And this terrorism 
leads us directly to Debs and the Debs 
case. 

Debs True American 

In a niud worid. h/iK'-io* V. I»« t>s had 
remained tru.- to his lift-long belief 
iu ami advocacy of international peat e. 
cooperation, brotherhood. It was not 
merely t-uiotioii.il pactlisrn that Inrtu- 
cucd him.. Ho knew the ♦ touom:c 
causes of war. h» ur;-l« r-sti>od th- self- 
Ish and sinister tharacter of the 
forces that contrived and created war 
issues; he wan only too well aware of 
the interest* that, t- hind all the cant 
of democracy and humanity, were 
seeking in the »ar rh- ir own gl 
gantic -and M-nxI-st-ined profits. 
So Debs, watt Kick. ><w and under- 
stood. At first, he k' pt silent. None 
knew belter than he the futility of 
trying to stop this t- rnble outbreak, 
of insanity. Hut. after all. l*~t>s was a 
great national figure He was. to mil- 
lions of Americans. the mo-it Mirmtl- 
. ant repre: eatative of a great ru.ti.nal 
juriy. That party--the Socialist party 

had md. ed spoken in clea^-rut terms 
on th- war is>ue. epoken boldly, ac- 
cording to Its well defined historic 
policy What had fVbs to say? What 
coul.i or "iM I v},* r .ty ? 

Let cs *;\e th«:a .whatever credit 
they d. -i ro. ;..r i* the war makers 
hastened to !. !;» d.cide what l>ebs 
should say All .»r. m S him. I>eh* saw 
the im:i»emorlal tra litlo.-.il American 
rl<fht and prir.*:; of free sp.'-rh. 
personal llt>»r:> and a d»r*-nt pro- 
tection of the law t« :r.< smashed to 
pieces by the aut!:->riti< - and interests 
at the head of the war craze lie saw- 
terrorism taking the ( la« - of liberty 
and law lie obs»r\» (i a va.-t and 
wieke.,1 nii<h:n<- of nuppres *ion play- 
irs havoc with An.erl-an ideals, prtn- 
i iple* and plain constitutional rights, 
lie »jk his oi l comrades hustled off to 
jail for speaking th-lr hon«»st thoughts. 
Do we not here come face to face with 




Back on the Job 



The following message telling of Debs safe arrival In New York from 
Bermuda was received »t the office of the American Appeal. Aprtl 22. 

Admitted safety after a brief examination and a most cordial reception by 
newspaper reporters, customs off cera and immigration inspectors. Mrs. Oebs 
is much improved and we are happy to be home agam. Leave for West 
tomorrow evening. Love and greeting. 

C. V. OEBS. 



the real issue of AmeHcanism. as it 
concerns Oebs and his accusers? They 
were the boasted patriots who were 
making scraps of paper out of the Con- 
stitution, scorning reason and justic* 
and law. and converting the America 
of Jefferson and Webster and Lincoln 
into a wei: n.gt unrecognisable land 
of terrionsm md tyranny. And. in 
contrast to the alleged patriots, it was 
Eugene V. Oebs who felt the blood ef 
true Americanism, of true patriotism 
rise protesting in his veins. It was 
Eugene V. Oebs who felt a profound 
and aplendid resentment at this sac- 
rifice, this smashing, this slaughter of 



American principles and rights. It waa 
Eugene V. Dec* who was aroused to 
cry out in defense of real American 
• deals and Interests against the very 
ones — the very arch-hypocrites, the 
very assassins of Amtrican law and 
liberty— who accused him. who accused 
Oebs the true patriot, of bclnq a trai- 
tor to hie country. 

It was at Nirr.tsilla Park. Canton. 
Ohi >, on the Sunday afternoon of June 
18. 1>1*. that Debs delivered the 
aoeerh which brought upon bun the 
had of the new governmental ty- 
rannv The oc<*aalon was a State 
convention of the Socialist party of 



Uhlo. Significantly. Juet before mak 
lug his speech Oebs had gone to the 
county Jail and talked with three Ohio 
Socialists-- Kuthenberg. Baker and 
Wagenkneeht — who were victims of 
the war terror, charged with untl war 
propaganda. And Debs. In the speech 
that followed, made eloquent refer- 
ence to the situation of these, his 
comrades. He had been associated 
with them for years In the noble, in- 
telligent, humanitarian movement of 
Social L m; and now the spectacle of 
tbem as the Jailed objects of hate of 
Interests fearful of honest opinions — 
and thla simply a dramatic close ex- 
ample of what was going on through- 
out the land struck Debs with such 
vivid arousing force as all true men 
and wotneo can imagine. Debs spoke 
—and he spoke bravely, honestly, with 
the Till utterance of sterling manly 
principle about the leading Issues of 
that war-mad hour. He said what he 
thought about war; h*t declared that 
wars, ull down through history, bad 
been made by ruling classes, with the 
working classes as the victims; he 
gave the Socialist, economic explana- 
tion of wars and war movement*. 

Why Debs Was Arrested 

iJui mat. we nay. was not the tea 
ture of Ih'bn' speech that ■ really 
wounded the tender hearts of the 
war makers and war-leaders. Other- 
things iK-bs said that day which hurt, 
or angered, them worse. He spoke of 
the "patriots" eo-called iaelf-called) 
who had suddenly revealed an alleged 
antipathy to militarism (Prussian mili- 
tarism of course) that they had shown 
no trace of in all the years before. 
He showed all too plainly that this 
professed hatred of militarism was 
simply the war talk of war-promoting 
and war-making hypocrites. Who wire. 
! *nd bad always been, the true friends 
! of peac-f and the sincere foes of mili- 
1 tartsm. of all exploitation and oppres- 
! 8«on, of all the displays of force in 
| this ruling-class world? The Social- 
ists! The very ones who were then 
being denounced as the friends of 
Pruosian militarism, but who were 
actually being persecuted and robbed 
of their rights aa free American citl- 
«ens because they were truly -and 
not hypocritically nor spasmodically 
nor one-sidedly— the friends of peace 
first and last and everywhere. It waa 
Oebs' sharp revelation of the hypoc- 
risy of the false patriots and pretend- 
ed foea of militarism that brought 
down their guilty hatred upon him. 
the true friend of peace and democ- 
racy and humanity, the true American 
patriot! And let us say this also, and 
say it plainly: It waa not so much 
what Debs said about the war Itself, 
aa what he said— the bitter truth that 
he spoke — about the terroristic un- 



constitutional un American methods of 
Imposing the war machine upon 
the country, that struck resentment 
and rage and revenge Into the hearts 
of those who knew he spoke the truth. 

Think of the mockery of It! Think 
of the miserable hypocrisy and in- 
justice of It! Debs was accused of be- 
ing a traitor to America, and a viola- 
tor of the law, and a criminal for the 
very reason that he uttered a timely 
and truthful word in defense of Amer- 
ican principles and rights — In defense 
of American Ideals of liberty and law 
—In defense of the American Consti- 
tution Itself, that document so vocifer- 
ously eulogised by those who most 
execrably reduced it to fragmsnta of 
futile waste paper! For being a true 
American,' Eugene V. Oebs was shut 
into a felon's cell In an American 
prison! For being a true American, 
Eugene V. Debs spent nearly three 
years In a felon's cell in an American 
prison! — while those who had lylngly 
misled, abused," betrayed and plunder- 
ed the American people counted their 
bloody profits and vaunted their 
bloody glory in the faces of true Amer- 
icana! 

Real Defender of America 

In his arrest, trial and conviction. 
Debs emphasized the fact that his 
stand was simply that of a true Amer- 
ican defending the Constitution of the 
country and bis own rights there- 
under. He bid bf-hlnd no trifles nor 
technicalities nor pa' .ry subr*s> 
fug**. He defended bis right of free 
speech. He denied, he retracted, no 
single word that he had uttered Ad 
dressing Jury and Court, he repeated 
with unyielding forcefuiness and 
courage the very sentiments he had 
expressed In the Canton speech The 
prosecutors - or persecutors— of bene 
were not equally honest. They met 
the issue of free speech with the usual 
sophistry of the law courts. And they 
tried to make out a crime for Debs 
of bavtng somehow "obstructed" the 
war. It was a ridiculous charge. It 
was shot full of holes by Debd' law- 
yers, although Debs himself stuck close 
to the higher issue -the real issue — 
of free speech and American rights. 
American fundamental laws. Ameri- 
can Constitutional guarantees. It 
was sufficiently clear, and clearly 
stated, that Debs in the Canton speech 
had not advised nor mentioned any 
obstructive measures; that he bad not 
counselled any illegal resistance to 
the Government; that he had not ad- 
vocated nor even h'nted at such folly 
aa Insurrection or treason or anything 
like these things. Debs had simply 
expressed his opinion, like a man, like 
an American. Ilka a patriot He had 
but spoken hla thought — spoken it 



clearly, to be sure, and unm'.i- iiuiif 
-and that was all. That Euy*n* u 
Oebs waa a martyr to the .a Mt . 0 j 
free speech and of American Cor.iti. 
tutional liberties, no one can at thi| 
lata day challenge or deny. 

This truth, of the real natur» >,\ t«j ( 
Debrt case, whs recognized at t,*. < t !nj , 
by the true American spoki v.- Cj f 
public opinion throughout tin- i ,- /rf 
alike by pro-war and anti war i5 ,j 
women who. whatever ih'lr r..-,- t 
about the war. remained true to \i^ T . 
tcau right and principles at;<i .:m c ~ t 
wish to see contrary oplnioi.s <-ir d r\ 
down with a brutal hand. Ba:n 0 f 
the long fight to force open the prii^, 
doors, and restore Oebs to h>« 
dom, was the underlying and corn.* 
ually etreeeed theme and issue that 
the American Constitution, Amercin 
right, American principles of f--e<d:m 
must be vindicated, must be rett:^ 
and must in future be upheld, j.., 
issue happened to be ail t v .'. ^, :s 
dramatically clarified and err,;.^.,^ 
In that Oebs had been sent to pr.«on 
after the war was ovai* — *o that H iu 
plain aa day he was not b. .l< jj. 
prisoned because he was a tru,'.,; Ul ] 
a menace to the Governmer.: •» wi» 
activities, but only because tjj 
dares] to exercise bis right ■ 1 
speech, and waa to be vindict.^Cy 
punished for his opinions. 

• Issue Not Settled 

And this luue la not ye: r^t'JM 
fairly and honestly. It is n.>: t« 
»settled with safety to the pres...-. ^ 
future rights of American citsitu 

The government after shawefwi 6» 
lay opened the prison doors far Oes* 
but denied him a pardon. Oen.ed v* 
a pardon because of hla true America* 
tarn in an hour when. Cod knc*i: ( :; 
that we had been taught in h 
cept and honest practice, of true A^ia 
Icanism was being trampled reck.eu'; 
under foot by the warlords, tyrant 
and profiteer* who had the country m 
their grip and under their gn>g 
heels. It Is the final, full anJ U;r 
settlement of this issue of fr»-H >.;^k: 
— this issue of American consti: ;r;:;i; 
llbert!.*- -<hls issue of the tr j.- Aa*> 
lean citizenship In the free air of :rv 
dltional and true American 
tions. that the AMERICAN APPEAL 
now demands. 

We demand that thla bass and am. 
ardly crime against free speech t* 
done. 

We demand that thia outrage use* 
the American Constitution, up:n a*. 
erlcan liberties, upon every pert jrj 
plainest principle of true America* 
ism. be undone. 

We demand that Oebs the Arve-cit 
patriot ahall stand forth once mot u 
Deba the vindicated American etna! 



Berger Bill Would Punish 

First Amendment Violators 



To malte the first amendment of the 
Constitution, now a dead letter, once 
more effective. Is the objn t of a bill 
Introduced thia w^ek In Congress by 
Representative Victor L- larger. So. 
clallst 

The first amendment originally »ai 
the corner atone of Amerhan liberty 
It provided that tho rights of free 
apeech. a free press and free ansem- 
blage shall not be ahrtdgM The ac- 
tual enforcement of thla much abused 
and violated amendment would pn* 
duce more profound changes In condi- 
tions of civil and personal liberty in 
America than all other changes In the 
law. could do. 

Berger's bill would make violations 
of the amendment by public officials a 
federal offense punishable by two 
year's Imprisonment, or a fine of *5,- 
000, or both. 

It will be intereatlng to observe how 
tar this measure ao eminently neces- 
sary, Just and fitting, can go against 
the opposition of the American plutoc 
racy. 

In speaking In behalf of this meas- 
ure. Representative Borgor tore the 
mask off from American condulons 
exposing as has seldom been done by 
public officials the fact that civil lib- 
erty la doad In America and cannot I* 
resurrected until this fundamental pr<>- 
▼lalon of the Constitution Is enforced. 

Among other things, Congre-smau 
Berger aald: 

Would Put Teeth in Law 

"Putting teeth into the lXtb amend 
ment has become a favorite topic 
with tho Antl Saloon leaguo and iis 
aervants In public ofTW-o ever ulnce It 
waa adpotod. The Volstead act was the 
flrnt law passed with that object In 
view, and while other additions have 
been adopted since, the talk or adding 
more teotb still continues. 

"It has never been suggested by any 
group of 'reformers.' however, that 
teeth also should be put Into the first 
amendment, which was considered 
the most Important one In our Hill of 
Rights by both Thomas Jefferson and 
Alexander Hamilton, who otherwise 
did not agree on very many things." 

Mr. Berger continued to express 
his belief that the first amendment 
could be enforced without trouhlu If u 
law la passed for that purpose, in 
this, bo asserted. It differed from the 
14th amendment, "which cutinot U» en- 
forced, as experiences has shown." 

"Tbo first amendment," Mr. Mer- 
ger laid, "la the most c!«»ntlul to 
tho preservation of the fundamental 
rights of Americans. Moreover, it dif 



fers from the other amendment of 
which we hear so m icts in that it wns 
designed to pmte.-t the liberty of the 
citizen. Inst, ad of Uniitin/ it. 

"The right «<f the \>-< I'l- to «pe.ik 
freely, to writ- fre^lj-. .ind to as-.-nihle 
for the purpo-*^ of d!>cus«inx th*-ir 
grievances llei at the bacU of all oth> r 
richt« Ye*, as a rr.a'fer of fart. th:s 
most important am rvinient. like •«■•>• 
eral other am.-ndmeca to the eorsM- 
tutlon. Is today a dead lett« r. 

"At this very r:i <rn'-nt men are held 
under frjo.OiH bail _t Pa.«.«.ilr. N J. 
merely because they dareil to exercise 
the rftfht of fre.? «;.e«-h nnd f r» e a*- 
semhla«'\ even tho>:rh they »>xercis--d 
it onlv <m a pr'.v.i'. ly owned lot r*r«-e 
np.-ei h Ii.m riii.st f . r'.nr.ly I»econ:e next 
to impossible in this •■•untry." 

Al'houeh the fir-.* «wsi. n-iment is the 
fundamental ha-.:. »■? all liberty, all 
true patriotism ur.d all r«ai American 
ism. Mr B<t;: r continued, |t Is de- 
cid-diy unpopular In certain quarters 
tod.»y 

Americans Have Changed 

"M.iny An., ri'-arii today." he assert- 
ed. "iir.i t.ir di.Tef-nt from the Amer- 
ii;m-< o.' the Inh tentury who demand- 
ed ait..i<t; ( ,ii of thU amendment before 
tii»>y would adopt the constitution. 
Aro.-ri' in basin, .-.s men today wor- 
st:. p Mi.ssoiini. who lira?* that he 
wipes his feet on liberty. Many 
wealthy Americans today envy Italy. 
Spain and fJrette th«ir dictators. 
Th'-y find fault with the Russian Com 
niiiiii.ith. not on account of their meth- 
ods, or because a K.'iiall oligarchy is 
rulini; Russia, but N-tuase .Trotsky. 
I., nine ami their friends ha\e laid 
l.andH on the *a«.T.-d rights of property. 
Kvery day one can h- ar business in* n 
deploring the fa« t that < on^ ti .-s is in 
s*-*.slou and wishing It would adjourn 
forever. And such an obedioul cou 
gress at that! 

• Of course w« hear a great deal 
about Americanism, but in tho main 
thi-< uoans tlta* children should be 
compellid to saluto the fl.iK, ».-r to 
write i-K-ays about the constitution - 
even though the most important parts 
of that constlMiflon are a dead letter 
and appan inly are to remain ko. 

"I'atriotism today, likewise, does 
not mean th" greatest good for the 
greatest ma.-.*; it means military (lis 
play --Tlag d.ty. Navy day. Itefenso 
day. and so forth And d< rum racy to 
day means Jobs for 'di-servitu: iunio- 
crats.' If Thomas Jefferson were to 
rl:-o from his grave the Democratic 
stutcHtnen of the south would put lilm 
Into Jail Initio diately as a dangerous 



radical, since he said that violent • 
revolutions are needed every 25 years- 
to preserve liberty \ 
"Dunn* war time the first amend j 
ment to the constitution was suspend j 
. d by tio- Democrats with the ur.atu j 
ni'-us cou-"-nt of the Republican party. { 
It was suppo-cd at the time that this ■ 
was to be only a war measure, but | 
what far«igh:^d men predicted at. tha' \ 
tlnifj has happ«med. The m<»st »m j 
portant rights guaranteed by tlie con- j 
stitution are still suspended, and un- : 
I. hs they are backe«l up by enforcing j 
laws, they will remain dead. And to I 
reestablish the fr-<f amendment to our i 
constitution to prof i t five speech, j 
free press and the right of free as 
s.mb'.y-ls the purpose of my bill" 

The Appeal Army 

Wins Big Victory 

(Continued from Page 1> 
flooded with requests that the citl- 
xenship of Oebs be restored. Chair- 
man Johnson confessed In making 
the announcement. 

Socialist newspapers, he stated, 
contained misleading stories as to 
the citirenship of Mr. Debs, and 
that on the basis of these stories 
May Day demonstrations and ap- 
peals to Congress were being 
planned. 

Congressman Johnson suggested 
that members of Congress receiv- 
ing such letters and appeala from 
their constituents SHOULD AN- 
SWER THEM BY SAVING THAT 
DEBS HAD NOT LOST HIS CITI- 
ZENSHIP. 

Cleariy Representative Johnson was 
nervous over the possibility of some 
such u revelation of the disfranchise- 
ment fraud of tin- Administration as 
Morris Hili-piit wari lh< n making. 

Unfortunately for tho Committee 
on Imiuiirraf mn and Naturalization, 
w hi In Mr. J< durum was making that 
speech tho flr».t issues of th" Appeal 
cotilaf niii:; the exposure of tho ills- 
frati i hlMwitetit fraud wi re being pre- 
pared for the mails In Chicago. 

If Mr. Johti:on*.i advice to Con- 
"ri sMti'-n to write their protesting 
. otistit ii.-nts that Debs had never 
In en disfranchised was Intended us 
an effort to forestall exposure from 
other aoorci's. he was again unfortu- 
nate. 

THE APPEAL EXPOSURE WAS 
IN THE HANDS OF THE CONSTIT- 
U E NTS OF THESE CONGRESSMEN 
BEFORE THEY COULD POSSIBLY 



HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
CONFESS THE TRUTH FIRST. 

In giving this ad* fee to Congress- 
man. Mr. Johnson »»« unfortunate In 
another respect: THESE CON- 
GRESSMEN HAD ALREAOY IN- 
FORMED THEIR CONSTITUENTS 
BY NUMEROUS LETTERS. MANY 
OF WHICH HAD FOUND THEIR 
WAY TO THE APPEAL. EITHER 
BY IMPLICATION OR DIRECT 
STATEMENT. THAT OEBS HAD 
LOST HIS CITIZENSHIP. 

The American Appeal has many of 
these letters EVERY ONE OF THEM 
ARE REPLIES BASEO UPON THE 
IMPLICATION OR MAKING THE 
OIRECT STATEMENT THAT DEBS 
WAS DISFRANCHISED. Nearly a 
third of them declare they wiil not vote 
ax iin«t the restoration of Debs" clti- 
t. nshlp If they g.-t a chance; more 
than a third of them state that they 
will vote for Debs" cltixenship if the 
occasion p r,,,4 enw Itself. FULLY A 
THIRD OF THEM PLAINLY SAY 
THAT THE ONLY WAY OEBS CAN 
HAVE HIS CITIZENSHIP RE- 
STORED IS TO OBTAIN A PARDON 
FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

These congressmen will havo a dif 
ficult time after writing letters of 
this kinj . xpiainlng that Debs has 
never been disfranchised 

There is another peculiar thing 
about Representative Johnson's ad- 
mission or IVhs' citizenship. He 
.stated that his committee had tabled 
R.-nr.-r's r< ' diitlon because D-bs had 
not be.-n deprived of his citizenship. 

It is strato--" that tnis reason never 
occurred to any of the spokesmen of 
this (uinniii'if until the malls were 
filled with protests and the exposure 
of the disfranchisement fraud was in 
th« air. 

Why was not thts ¥ jplanation of- 
fered wh< n Merger's resolution was 
lir.-t tabled? 

Why wa« Debs* citizenship kept a 
M<-cret «o I. .rite by the members of the 
Committee on Immigration and Nat- 
uralization? 

The Appeal pleads guilty to John- 
sons cliarui- that the Socialist papers 
were mt.-le.ullng lb" people regarding 
Ixbs' disfranchisement. Th" Appeal 
misled the people only because It was 
misled by the Committee ,,n Immigra- 
tion nnd Naturalization, which con- 
f.-Kses It knew the truth but didn't 
tell it; the Administration and De- 
partment <.f Justice officials, who 
plainly stated or Implied many times 
that Debs was disfranchised, and 
soma thirty or more Congressmen 
who reiterated this deception above 
their own t-lgnalurcs. 

THE STAFr OF THE APPEAL 
PLEAOS GUILTY OF HAVING 
BEEN SIMPLE-MINDED ENOUGH 
TO BELIEVE THIS IMPOSING AR- 
RAY OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CON- 
fcRESS. MOST OF THEM LAWYERS. 



The Rise and Fall of Freedom 
of Speech in the United States 



<<«a»»ll^4 fey the ABfrirai CWU 
Llb^rtlra | ■!,>«. Ne«» Vsrk 
4 It/. V>hmnry. IU38.» 

Rise of Free Speech 

The Federal Constitution as original- 
ly draf'ed contained no guarantees of 
religious or civil liberty except to for- 
bid an> religious test oath anil to pro- 
tect tnemh.-rs of Congress in free dis- 
cussion The Constitu'ion was bitter- 
ly opposed in the *.tate convenrions. 
To allay opposition, the advocates of 
the Constitution promised to procure 
the addition of the free speech anl 
other Hill of Rights amendments Hut 
for this, the Constitution would not 
have been ratified by th>» states. The 
debates in Virginia. New York. Massa- 
chusetts and Pennsylvania, and the 
prot«vtd of Rhode Island and North 
Carolina, which refused to ratify on 
any terms, express the distrust which 
the original omission of civil liberties 
safeguards Inspired. At the first ses- 
sion of Congress, a Hill of Rights was 
adopted and submitted to the states, 
and became part of the Constitution 
November 3. 1791. Similar clauses 
were eventually Inserted in the con- 
stitutions of all the states and became 
a part of the fundamental law of the 
country. 

The Alien and Sedition Laws of 17?8 
again raised the Issue of freedom of 
Mpot-rh and the press. These laws, en- 
acted to counteract tho influence of 
the French revolution, were bitterly 
fought, and when Thomas Jefferson 
became president in lSul nil those 
convicted under them were pardoned 
and all fines were remitted. The laws 
never reached tho Supreme Court. No 
other laws penalizing utterances were 
passed by Congress until the Espion- 
age Act of VjII. and though a few such 
Mate lawj were passed, none ever 
ral. ••<! tht? Issii" by enforcement, nor 
did any get to the Supreme Court of 
the Cnlted States for decision. 

Free Speech Overthrown 

The first break In our traditional 
policy of not penalizing utterances In 
the absence of overt acts cattle with 
tho World War In 11-17. when nw ( >,> 
ing federal utid state sedition legis- 
lation was passed. Not content w u n 
th« federal Ksptonage Act. under 
which some 2.000 prosecutions were 
brought, many stated enacted similar 
and more drastic laws of their own. 
upp!>ing to tinu s of peace as well. 

The issue of freedom of speech did 
not end with the war. In the legisla- 
tive sessions which followed the arm 
Istlce. emergency laws against "sedi- 
tion." "criminal syndicalism." "sabot- 



age." and the display of the red flag 
w*re udopted by state after state. 
Some of the war-time statutes were 
extended automatically to peace-time 
or were adapted to that purpose by 
si:eht changes. 

"These statutes are not direct* 
ed agamst those who commit or 
actually plan violence, but against 
those who express or even hold 
opinions which are distasteful to 
the substantial majority of an- 
iens," says Prof. Zechariah Cha- 
fee of the Harvard Law School in 
his book, -Frttdom of Speech." 
"Some of them are so sweeping as 
to suppress agitation which is 
neither dangerous nor anarchistic 
• * • Most of them • • • make 
opinions In themselves and for 
their own sake a crime, although 
there is no direct and dangerous 
interference with order, and only 
a remote possibility that violence 
will ensue." 

There are several types of these 
acts, the most important being the 
group of criminal anarchy, syndicalism 
and sabotage statutes enacted by 
thirty four atates. The criminal an- 
archy und sedition laws, patterned 
after the New York Anarchy Act of 
l'j**2. passed following the aasasslna- 
tion of President McKintey. define 
"criminal anarchy" and "sedition" as 
"the doctrine that organized govern- 
ment should be overthrown by force or 
violence or by assassination* • *or 
by any unlawful means." 

The syndicalism statutes define 
"criminal syndicalism" as "any doc- 
trine* • • "advocating the commis- 
sion of crime, sabotage* • • *or un- 
lawful acts of force and violence* • • 
as a means of accomplishing any 
control, or effecting any political 
change" "Sabotage" is defined us 
"willful and malicious physical dam- 
age or Injury to physical property." 
Thtve nets are almost uniform in 
phraseology. Idaho having supplied 
the model in 1 i» 1 7. It in a felony to ud 
vocatu these doctrines In speech or 
writing or to Join any organization ad- 
vocating them. 

Worthy of Dark Ages 

Some ofthe statutes k» even further 
In defining prohibited doctrines In 
Connecticut, for instance, the forbid- 
den doctrine need not Involve force 
or vlolence:- 

"No person shall in public, or 
before any assemblage of ten or 
more p-r»on». aJv;»ate In any 
language any measure, doctrine, 
proposal or propaganda Intended 



to lnjurtc*u«ly affect the govern- 
ment of the United States of C:<* 
nectlcut." 

Regarding the need for s jcii irtS> 
tion. Proftssor Chafee st>« 
"Aa far as state prosecutions 
concerned, there has been v;ry 
little need for specific leg-slat :^ 
against anarchy and crimira 1 syn- 
dicalism. Actual violence 
government life and p^ipe-r. i 
punishable everywhere. T*:m 
who plan or counsel tu:*i v > 
lence are liable even if fiey SJ 
not actively participate. N:' 
Is it necessary that an/ c f • 
nal act shall take place. An 
successful attempt at a ser<:.i 
crime or a definite soiicdat.es 
of another to commit it. is p-* 
iahable under the general c 
nal law. . . . The normal la* o* 
the states ...apart from any 
(station against anarchy, enjfclti 
the police and the courts to tt»\ 
vigorously with actual or threat- 
ened Insurrection, explosions 
assassinations.** 

Courts Uphold Gag Laws 

The constitutionality of ir- - 
has not yet been passed upc - : ^' '-' 
t'nlted States Supreme Coj r ' t f} 
test cases have been appeals! :i : -e 
court. One Is the case of 13 
GUIe-w under the New York i ::r..;:i 
anarchy act and the other t^a'- •' 
Charlotte Anlu Whitney ur. !«r -» 
criminal syndicalism law. 

Other Restrictive Laws 

In addition to the critnin.s! 
call>t and other laws «!es»ri!' ■: 
several states have en.ot. ! : ' : 
statutes limiting civil ri,:!:: 
eight Htates ha\e adopted 
Flag I<aws." all since l:*l7. 
them fortdd tho display of ' 
flag in parades or public •• ' ' 
some make possession of an • ' 
"dtr-lttii tlve of Ilolshevism. ; ' ' •"• 
or radical socialism" a mi- ! 
The Massachusetts red Mac •■• 
declared constitutional. t«M ' - 
pealed because it mat!" th- 
flag of Harvard Illegal. T 
Angeles red flag ordinance ■ 
clared unconstitutional by :.' - • 
supreme court in l!>»0. 

In California, the Injum : ■< 
by Judge Ihislck enjoim n •* . 
of th-- state criminal syndh . 
and recently upheld by flu- -' ' 
preme court (State vs. W" '■ • 
has become one of the chief •* 
against the I. W. W. 
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Qftmerican Qfippeal 



Civil Liberties Union Explains Amnesty Drive 



Debs and the 1.500 victims of the 
War Kaplonage Act undoubtedly are 
citizens of the United States. 

After the concealment of this fact 
(or year a by two Administrations, a 
representative of the government. 
Representative Albert Johnson, chair- 
man of the House Committee on Im- 
migration and Naturalization, made an 
open confession of It on the floor of 
Congress. 

No government official will dare to 
go back of that announcement. The 
disfranchisement myth has been defi- 
nitely exploded. 

Cut the work of the Appeal army. 
«.!-.>• Appeal readers and the frleuds of 
Ivil Liberty In behalf of these 1.500 
w.ir espionage victims is not yet over, 

Most of the etates in which they 
live have laws Imposing civil restrlc- 
•i-'tis and disabilities on persons con- 
vi. t. d of crime. Debs In this respect 
;« more fortunate than most of thorn. 
Hi* state. Indiana, imposing on hl:u 
. nly withdrawal of his right to with- 
.;. ;.| any *tate office. 

The Civil Liberties Union has in- 
-.. >ti<atvd the status of these men es- 
|..ui-tively. It was discovered that a 
;> ir,l«>n from the President will remove 
all these state disabilities. It has. 
therefore, inaugurated a great, nation- 
wide drive for a general Amnesty 
Pn> la mat Ion by the President. 

The Appeal unhesitatingly supports 
this drive. It calls upon its Army and 
Its readers to give this worthy and 
Important drive full and unflagging 
*-:pport. THE REAL OBJECTIVE OF 
TUB APPEAL'S CITIZENSHIP 



DRIVE IS NOT ATTAINED UNTIL 
THIS AMNESTY PROCLAMATION 
DY THE PRESIDENT COVERING 
ALL PERSONS CONVICTED UNDER 
THE ESPIONAGE LAW BECOMES A 
FACT. 

Full Information concerning these 
Espionage cases and the drive to ob- 
tain an amnesty proclamation from 
the President covering all of them is 
given below. 



Report on Espionage 
Cases and Amnesty by 
Civil Liberties Union 



Civil Disabilities Imposed by 
States 

No federal atatute prescribes loss of 
civil rights as consequence of convic- 
tion In a criminal offense, except In 
the case of two specific offenses, trea- 
son and desertion. 

Under the laws of the states, how- 
ever, substantial civil disabilities fol- 
low conviction for felony, including 
conviction for federal offenses carry- 
ing severe punishment. The New 
York law a may be taken as typical. 

Section 152 of the Election Law pro- 
vides that no person who has been 
convicted of a felony shall have the 
right to vote, unless he shall have 
been pardoned and restored to the 
rights of citizenship. The State At- 



torney General has held that this ap- 
plies to federal offenses, at least if 
such offenses are of a class which 
would be regarded aa felonies under 
the lawa of the state. (Op. Attorney 
General. 1912. page 339.) 

Section 477 of the Judiciary Uw pro- 
vides that a person convicted of a 
felony shall not be competent to prac 
tlce law. The New York court baa 
held In an anouymous case (S* S. Y. 
663) that a pardon does not necessar- 
ily restore a person'* fitness to prac- 
tice law. Other courts havo taken the 
view that a pardon wipes out the crime 
and the penalty, and that a dlsquali- 
nVntion to practice law must be class- 
ed ns a penalty. 

Section 161 of the Public Health 
Law forbids the practice of medicine 
by a person who has ever been con- 
victed of a felony by any court, but 
provides that u;x>n pardon t>y the gov- 
ernor of the slat.; whero the ronvir- 
j tion was had. or by the President of 
I the United States, the right to prac- 
, tlce medicine may be restored by the 
State Board of Regents, in their dis- 
cretion. 

Section 502 of the Judiciary Law. 
prescribing the qualifications of trial 
Jurors, provides merely that Jurors 
must be "of fair character; of ap- 
proved integrity: of sound Judgment, 
and well informed." But in other 
states disqualification for Jury service 
is specified 

Ther* are also certain minor Inron- 
venleuces (suffered by persons convict- 
ed of a felony under federal law. Such 
persons would probably have difficulty 



In practicing any occupation for which 
a license and a "fair moral character" 
are required. They would doubtless 
be regarded as disqualified to hold the 
office of notary public or commission- 
er of deeds. In statos whero the com- 
mon law rules as to competency of 
witnesses are still In effect, a person 
convicted of a felony Is disqualified as 
a witness, unless he la pardoned. 

History of Release of the 
Prisoners 

Immediately after the armistice In 
1'JtS, the Special Assistant to the At- 
torney General in charge of war cases. 
Mr. John Lord O Brlen. began a study 
of the convictions under the Espion- 
age Ac t with a view to recommending 
executive clemency, particularly In the 
cases where cscesslve sentences had 
been imposed under the stress of war 
conditions. As a result a special re- 
i port was made by tho Attorney Gen- 
jerul to the President early In 1910 and 
I 2oy sentence* were commuted, some to 
j expire at once and others to much 
jshorter terms than the original sen 
j tences. 

At th» name time the War Depart- 
J ment proceeded to review sentences 
passed upon soldiers by court-martial 
with a view to extending clemency 
where the, sentences were excessive 
under th«> pressure of the war. Ah a 
result eeVeral thousand cases were re- 
viewed and hundreds of sentences 
commuted. 

The government's policy of review- 
j Ing all the cases of peraons Imprisoned 
, for offenses of a political nature dur- 



ing the war was stopped by consldora 
tlons of public policy due to the In- 
creasing activities of the radical 
groups in 1919. 

Those convicted are still today un- 
der various civil disabilities. 

The acts for which the punishments 
were Imposed were In all thede cases 
verbal. Whatever the statutory de- 
scription of the offense charged, the 
evidence consisted chiefly of printed 
or spoken disapproval of the war or 
of the draft. 

The basis of criminality was the sup- 
posed tendoncy of various opinions to 
prejudice the success of our arm*. In 
affirming convictions the appellate 
courts held simply that the records 
contained evidence sufficient to go to 
the Jury upon the questions ot harm- 
ful tendency and intent. The stress 
of the times made It natural for 
Jurors to exaggerate tendencies, and in 
some case* to Impute intentions quite 
different from those actually enter- 
tulned. The loyalty of the defendants' 
expressions was hotly impugned; their 
sincerity, however, la ail cases' which 
have come under our observations, was 
not open to question. 

Among all classes of offender* cov- 
ered hero tho belief was prevalent 
tnat their conduct was within their 
rights as set forth In the first amend- 
ment to the federal Constitution. The 
courts held otherwise. The belief, 
however, was honestly entertained. It 
was not unreasonable In view of the 
fact that at no previous time la our 
history (save under the Allen and 
Sedition Laws la 179S) had Congress 



penalized utterances. This view was 
supported in certain notable cases by 
dissenting opinions by Justices of tho 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

The necessity or expediency ot sup- 
pressing and penalizing certain utter- 
ances and advocacies In time ot war 
is not now Involved. No Interest ot 
the federal government Ij now served 
by the protraction In lime ot peace of 
the Incidental consequences of such 
suppression in time of war. It Is not 
the spirit of our Institutions that 
honest citizens, howover wrong-headed 
their conduct in war time may bo 
deemed, should be permanently sub- 
ject to civil disabilities. To exclude 
them from civic functions is to fasten 
upon them a sort of outlawry and to 
foster among them and their sympa- 
thizers a hostility to the Institutions 
from which they aro debarred. Our 
country can afford to be as generous 
today toward those who differed with 
the majority as It was after the Civil 
War. 

During and Just after the World 
War many persona were convicted 
under federal laws for utterances 
either directly opposing the war or 
construed as doing so. No exact figure 
of the total number convicted can be 
given, though Department of Justice 
reports show a total of 933 (363. 1917 
to 1U1H; 614. 191S to 1919; 56 after 
June 30. 1919). Those figures cover 
cases, not persons. Many cases in- 
volve more than one person. In addi- 
tion there were conspiracy cases In- 
volving approximately 200 persons not 
listed in the reports. The total num- 



ber of convictions for utterances eaa 
be roughly estimated between 1,400 
and 1.600. 

After the war most ot those s erring 
prison sentences were released by 
President* Wilson and Harding by 
commutations recognising that further 
Imprisonment served no public pur- 
pose, and that the sentences — many of 
them for very long terms — were im- 
posed to meet an emergency which 
had passed. Public announcements ot 
the government's policy were made 
both by President Wilson and by 
President Harding and by their at- 
torneys general. 

The government dtd not again move 
to extend clemency to war prisoner* 
convicted under the Espionage Act 
until December, 1921. when the sea* 
tences of Eugene V. Deba and twenty* 
Ave others were commuted by 
President Harding. Again In the sum- 
mer of 1922 twelve more sentence* ot 
such prisoner* were commuted. Presi- 
dent Cool id ge, on the report of a spe- 
cial commission, released all the 
remaining prisoner* ot 'his class la 
December, 1923. 

The government did not follow any 
definite policy In dealing with these 
prisoners, due to changes In admin- 
istration and In the Department ot 
Justice. They were, however, recog- 
nized as a special group to be con- 
sidered apart from ordinary offenders 
and the extension of executive clem- 
ency to them was baaed on the fact 
that the war emergency bad passed 
and that no public good was served 
by their further Imprisonment. 



The Espionage Act—A Monster 
That Awaits You In Next War 



The Infamous Espionage Act. the 
supreme b'.itw against American Llb- 
.(-*'} !-> sti'.l on the statute books of 
rh-> I'mted Statea. 

I*, h.ts only been suspended- during 
p.\i.-- t:tne. 

IT WILL BECOME A LAW AUTO- 
MATICALLY THE MOMENT WAR IS 
DECLARED. 

...« n as the war is declared for 
•*!•/ !. agents of the adnilnlstru- 
t. >a tt >w taking an inventory of 
r--- • J of the United States, 
r.-.iy r. utter a word in protect 
aci'.r.-: '■■ matter what a horror or 
vet..: .:r, - :'r ige it may *eem to you. 

n!.»v :..,' t) acclaim the right, no 
ma::-r t * clear and sublime that 
ri*ht may be, if it opposes the slaugh- 
ter. 

Denies True Patriotism 

You may not warn your country, no 
rr:arter 1k»w much you love your coun- 
•r\ and how keenly w> i f^el the dan- 
^- .- to your country, if that warning 
.■• ;a opposition to that war. 

V' ti cannot be true to your con- 
« i-r-e; yo-i cannot be true to your 

irtry as you see it; you cannot be 
■i '.:>■-. sejf respecting, upstanding In- 
•:;.;'.ual. if being these conditions In- 

v.- opr<^!»ion to the war— UNLESS 
YOU ARE READY TO CO TO PRIS- 
ON THE BETTER PART OF YOUR 
LIPE. 

!<> !•! this law. Get the meaning of 
*• r. 1 ask yourself If you should not 
:.- '-I-* it while you can and take step* 
• , »<pe it off the statute books while 

:■ >i may: 



Present Espionage Act 

"Whoever, when the United 
State* la at war, shall wilfully 
make or convey false reports or 
false statements with intent to 
Interfere, with the operation or 
success of the military or naval 
forces of the United States, or to 
promote the auccess of its ene- 
mies, and whoever when the 
United States Is at war. shall wit- 
fully cause or attempt to cause 
Insubordination, disloyalty, muti- 
ny, or refusal of duty, in the mil- 
itary and naval forces of the 
United States, or shall wilfully 
obstruct the recruiting or enlist- 
ment service of the United States, 
to the Injury of the service or of 
the United States, shall be pun- 
ished by a fine of not more than 
910,000. or imprisonment of not 
more than twenty year*, or both." 

A Weapon of Reaction 

This Is the act under which th« ma- 
jority of the conviction.* and dras'.lc 
sentence* wer»» meted out to who- 
ever dared to advocate d tring the war 
peace doctrine* they had advocated 
before the war. 

Eiperlence has shown that it can 
be so construed l«y reactionary fanat- 
ics that persons who have always con- 
demned war as a barbarous proems 
of mass-murder cannot continue under 
its operaMon to do so. Men who al- 
ways stated the economic cause of 
war cannot promulgate this truth dur- 
ing war. 

IN THE HAN OS OF WAR FANAT- 



ICS ANO REACTIONARIES SERV- 
ING THE GREAT SPECIAL INTER- 
ESTS. THIS LAW CAN BE SO AP 
PLIEO THAT ANY CRITICISM OF 
THE GOVERNMENT. NO MATTER 
HOW ESSENTIALLY PATRIOTIC: 
ANY PROTEST AGAINST THE WAR 
REGIME. NO MATTER HOW JL-ST. 
CAN BE SO CONSTRUEO AS TO 
LANO THE VICTIM IN PRISON FOR 
TWENTY YEARS. 

Death Trap for Workers 

CnuVr the provts;<:i« of tins a« t. no 
advoiat. >s of ind>i? trial or political 
changes or improvt-nuMits in the exist- 
ing sy«t«m can e*pr»-J-s th»rj. 
with impunity IT IS UNDOUBTED- 
LY AIMED TO SUPPRESS OR MOLD 
IN CHECK ALL TENDENCIES TO 
CHANGE THE PRESENT INDUS- 
TRIAL SYSTEM. 

This law is a stepping reptile: It 
Is one of the pleasant little device* of 
terror ens'avetn-nt and d»-stni' t:«>n 
the ruling interests have in «<dd «">r- 
age for the people -IN" CASK OF 
NEED In connec'i .n wl'h th- Amer- 
ican Lesion's bill providing in eve of 
war for the cnnipul-ory draft «»f »h«» 
entire manho»d ».f the r.ati.-n f t in. 5 
Itary and industrial' purp'. ...... .mil 

making the President a war dir'a'or. 
the K-pionage Ac* a< -quires s.ni-t-r 
sigulncance 

THE TWO TAKEN TOGETHER 
LEAVE NOTHING TO BE DESIRED 
REGARDING THE ESTABLISH 
MENT OF A FULL FLEDGED DIC- 
TATORSHIP OF THE AMERICAN 
PLUTOCRACY. WHEN IN ITS JUDG- 
MENT THE TIME IS RIPE FOR 
THIS. 



Arise* like a great shining hope, 
a thing of heauty and power— tho 
NEW <;<>!>IiESS OK UIIEKTY — 
So»iali.<m indtiMrlal Democracy. 

S"<- i.ili-inj l(i'l :s!rial Iiemoi racy - 
will r.-More per«-< :ial and civil liberty. 
It will re-fcire m..nhood and woman- 
h'vod to true sovereignty, dignity and 
grau'leur: i' will make American life, 
freer, braver, <..it-r, happier than 
it »..is ever been 1 ■ fore. IlKCM'SE IT 
WILL MAKE Tlli: WHOLE PEOPLE. 
«»\VN KltS ANO MASTERS OF THE 
IM»^ STKIAI. AS WELL AS THE 
POLITH Al. LIFE OK THE NATION. 

IT WILL REALIZE COMPLETE 
I'EMi M'KAt'Y. AM) IN DOINC. TIMS 
WILL REALIZE COMPLETE LIB- 
ERTY. 

The time has j assed when we can 
»!ti b.n k oar lov libertt.'s while we 
It-avH intact the power that destroys 
thern The time has arrive,! whin 
WE Ml ST CHOOSE BETWEEN 
INCKEASI.VC, SL%VhKY OK THE 
AHOLITH'N OK I'HE PRESENT IN 
Ol STRIAL SYSTEM. 



Lest We Forget These Martyrs 
Imprisoned for Their Opinions 



By Mary O'Reilly 
Mooney and Billings 

Tom Mooney and Warren K. PII- 
linKs are »tilt In prison. They were 
convicted upon the evidence of wit- 
ne-*.o* who afterwards confessed that 
they had been bribed to commit per- 
jury. The rase showed the most fla- 
grant ortu ial corruption. Jury tamper- 
ing and contempt of Justice. The 
committee appointed by President 



(Jo You Know That 
Liberty is Dead? 

(Continued from Page I) 

Do You Know 

:i— That the American passport 
-v-'^m has been subordinated to this 
»tro< ious process of exterminating 
i't-as opposed to the rule of the Amer- 
• *n plutocracy and that within a year 
-Mi s>ftem has been used to bar from 
\r.i-rv u, the former radical president 
>*. Hungary, a Communist member of 
Ornish parliament and Anna Klp- 
: ■ -i. uif. : of aa American citizen who 
1 1 committed the crime of having 
..•.'! in a Russian co-operative colony. 



Do You Know 

22 - That In certain sections of In- 
..vrlal America, notoriously in Penn- 
/'.vanla and West Virginia industrial 
■ r; orations pay the salaries of deputy 
..'■r'.fti and state officers who enforce 

m U«* on strikers and resisting 
rl.'.cgmen? 



Do You Know 

13— That this spirit of lawless, op- 
r.-.-slon through the law is not ahat- 
••v !n America, and that a NATIONAL 
ESPIONAGE BILL 18 NOW BEFORE 
0NGRESS7 



Do You Know 

it- That the United 8tatt« bad on 
"i ht/uute books before the war and 
'•"I has a law automatically making 
n!,;« bodied males In the United 
• r a a .e d between 18 and 45 members of 
ctllitla subjoct to such ordors as 
'M preuldtnt may make In the face 
■ ' <+ hat he may consider an emerg- 
ency. 



Do You Know 

rS—Tbat, not contnnt with this dras- 
tlr and thoroughgoing militaristic law, 
• raw law to now before Co agrees. 



promoted by the American Legion, 
which provides not only for a univer- 
sal military draft in ca»»« of war. but j 
automatically places all Industrial { 
workers— the whole produ'itiK civil j 
population UNDER A MILITARY i 
DICTATORSHIP IN THE FORM OF ' 
THE PRESIDENT ANO WAR j 
BOARD? 

Do You Know 

26 — THAT THE ACTUAL OPERA- 
TION OF ALL THE LAW VIOLA- 
TIONS NAMED ABOVE WOULD 
OESTROY THE WHOLE SUPER- 
STRUCTURE OF AMERICAN LIBER- 
TY. AND EVERY ONE OF THESE 
SO-CALLED LAWS ANO CONDI- 
TIONS WILL BE GIVEN FULL 
EFFECT WHENEVER THE AMERI 
CAN PLUTOCRACY FEELS THAT 
SUCH ACTION IS NECESSARY TO 
PRESERVE ITS POWER ANO 
PLUNDER? 



American Liberty 

Past and Present 

(Continued from Pago 1) 

•eta must be punished. That free 
apeech Is the fundamental menace to 
liberty and democracy. 

Whereas, tho Fathers and Pounders 
Of American Liberty found their high- 
est and holiest work in tho LIBERA- 
TION OF IDEAS, this monstrous, 
alien thin* that ha; Imposed Itseir 
upon the super structure of American 
Liberty. IS Fl'Nt>AM ENTALLY AND 
ESSENTIALLY ENGAGED IN A 
WAR ON IDEAS AND BELIEFS. 

It has not left ono shred or patch 
of the principles, or the legal safe- 
guards, of Liberty in America. It 
has already erected a political, civil 
and economic aystem of Its own 
which It can suddenly Impose in an 
emergency, which would as suddenly 
change the whole life of America. 

It may be able to do this because 



It has corrupted and destroyed to a 
tratrical, to a lamentable extrat. the 
SPIRIT of liberty among the people 
of America. 

There is more popular Intolerance, 
more incitements and mobb'ng* ard 
persecutions of beliefs and ideas: 
more Intensified war on opinion* by 
more organisations; and a vaster 
effort to suppress scientific knowl- 
edge In behalf of ignorance and big- 
otry. In the United State*, than in 
any other civilifed or half-clviiixed 
country in the world. 

It Is hl«h time the honest and lib- 
erty-loving people of this country de 
termlneil WHY this Is. am! H«<W 
LO.M*. THESE CONDITIONS A HE 
LIKELY TO LAST. 

Th«>e conditions exNt PECAI'SP 
THE AI'TOCRACY OK CAPITALISM 
HAS" SCPPLAN1 El» THE DHMoC 
KACY OF AMEKICA. This aut..c 
racy of Industry has developed ln!o 
a highly concentrated plutocrat y 
wielding tremendous power. Its Limi- 
ne** is to strip the real producers 
of this country to their hides. nVfei!<! 
its enormous plumler. and safeguard 
its enormous power. 

These three processes are contrary 
to all democracy and liberty and must 
destroy democracy and liberty when 
they fully assert then. selves. Above 
all things this plutocracy must de- 
fend Itself against new ideas and atl 
efforts toward change or Improve- 
ment of the lot of the people. Henc 
this war on free speech and opinion 
by a corrupt government and a cor 
cupted people. 

This condition WILL LAST AS 
LONO AS THE POWER OF THE 
AMERICAN CAPITALISM LASTS. It 
will grow worse as tho power and 
wealth of the plutocracy Increases. 
IT IS CIUOWINO WORSE NOW. 

It will disappear only when the 
whole capitalist system based upon 
private, autocratic control of the 
means of life by a few, Is totally 
eliminated. 

Consider the picture on the first 
page. 



34 States Have 
Laws That Kill 
Basic Liberty 

Sine* 1!*I7 thirty four states and 
twn territories have pa*-ed laws 
nniiwri a- "irimina! syndicalism" or 
p« i< •■ fi;n«. "».-dltlon" law*, providing 
•n« -.-«l;i iy Innte terms of imprl.-*<«n- 
r .t.f MERELY FOR THE EXPIIKS 
|i IN" OF POLITICAL AND ECO 
MiMIC RELIEFS OPPOSED TO 
THE EXISTING INDi STRIAL SYS 
T E M 

The*.. ar»* the first untl-fre*» speech 
laws p.i««.-d bv the stat-* in the his 
t«ry of th" fiunfry. with a few unim- 
portant escepti«.ns. They violate rom- 
f.iet.lv AND ACTI'ALLY DESTROY 
IN EFFECT THE FCNDAMENTAL 
• H'AR ANTEES OF LIRERTY IN 
THE CON STITC TION AND ORIGI- 
NAL LAWS OF THIS COCNTRY 
AND IN THE SPIRIT AND EXPRES- 
SIONS OF THE FOUNDERS OF 
AMERICAN 1.1 PERT Y. They em- 
l^.wjy the spirit of the SpanNh Inquisi- 
tion and th- » lt» h burning spirit of 
e-rly New England 

Most of the Mat.-* adopted these 
laws AFTER THE WAR WAS OVER. 
Many were adopted in P.»19 during the 
anti-red cr:«7e. fanned Into flames 
ami kept alive by r» n tlonary capital- 
ist organisations and the Department 
of Justice cif the I'nit-ed States serv 
Ins su< !i organ!/ itlons. THESE 
LAWS ARE SO MCCII ALIKE IN 
THE VARIot S STATES THAT THE 
CONCLUSION »S I'NAVOIDA RLE 
THAT THE Y WERE PREPARED 
AND PI SHED IN THE VARIOUS 
LEGISLATURES IN AN UNDER- 
COVER CAM PAULS BY THESE 
SAME DARK ORC<\NIZRD CAPI 
TAI.ISTIC ACENCIES. 

The following states «nd territories 
have enacted crlfinn.i! syndicalism. 
anar« hy and sedition laws and laws 
uc.iln't the displny i.r th<» rod flag. 
1 ere aro the state* with the term )f 
imprisonment Impost d: 

Al.i'ka. P' years; Arizona. 10 years: 
California. 1 to 14 >-.irs; Hawaii. 10 
var*: I<!.iho. 10 jears: Iowa. 10 
> i.ir^: Kansas, 1 to in years; Ken- 
tti«ky. 21 years; Mi< hliran, 10 years; 
Uinu-fOta. 10 yearn; Mississippi. 3 
t. 2o >e.irn; Monona. 1 to 6 years; 
Nevai!.i. 10 years; Ohio, 10 years: 
OkI.t):o:i:u. 10 year:, Oregon, 1 to 10 
>«ar.i. South Dakota. I to 23 years; 
Utah. I to 5 years. Washington, 
made a felony; Wyoming. 5 years; 
Alati.ima. M years. Arkansas. 6 
months. Colorado. 2o years; Connec- 
ticut. :i >ears: Illinois. I to 10 years; 
Indiana. & years; Louisiana. 20 years; 
M::s*.»« husctt!!. 3 years; New Ilaiup- 
<*hlre. 10 years; New Jer.'iey, 20 years; 
New York. 10 years; Pennay Ivanla. 20 
years, Khodu Ihland, |0 years; Ver- 
mont, 3 years; Weat Virginia, I to S 




Tom Mooney 



Wilson decided that Moonry and Bill- 
ings were entitled to a new trial on 
account of the Oxman perjury, the 
dubious character of witnesses and the 
substantia! changes In testimony. The 
President, hinistlf. gave warning to 
the California courts to be careful 
lent there should he a failure of jus- 
tice. In March the California 
Supreme Court denied a new trial to 
Mooney and Billings. They have 
spent eight years In prison, forcibly 
held after proof of Innocence. 

Mooney is reported III. He Is suf- 
fering from ulcers of the stomach. 
He recently spent some time In the 
prison hospital. Upon improvement 
in hi» condition he was returned to 
prl..on where he is now confined, suf- 
fering, lit. denied the elemental right 
of fair trial. 



years; Drlawnre. IS years; Nebraska, 
.*» years. New Mexico. 4 months; Wls- 
eonsin. SM to $100 fine for displaying 
the red flag. 

The fines accompanying these prison 
terms run from $100 to $10,000. 

A significant mid appalling fact Is 
that the state supremo courts, despite 
the American Constitution, have in 
practically every test case, sustained 
these abrogations and violations of 
essential liberty. 

The state supreme courts that have 
already sustained these kind of laws 
are os follows: California. Idaho, Kan- 
h.is. Kentucky. Michigan. Minnesota. 
Washington. Illinois, New Jersey, 
New Mexico. New York, Pennsyl- 
vania. 



Prisoners Under These Laws 



Ford and Suhr 

Twelve years ago the bop-plckers on 
tbn Durst ranch. Wheatland. Cali- 
fornia, struck against Intolerable con- 
ditions. Tbey were organized and led 
by Richard Ford and Herman Suhr. 
The strikers were peaceable until they 
wero fired upon in an unprovoked at- 
tack by officers. One ot the strikers 
returned the Are and was killed. Ford 
and Suhr were arrested as leaders of 
the strike. Th*y were not even ac- 
cused of counseling violence but. aa 
leaders of the strike, they were im- 
prisoned. Subjected to tortures and in- 
dignities. They were finally convicted 
and have served twelve years. Ford 
was recently re teased but was ar- 
rested Immediately, upon another 
count growing out of the same strike 
upon which ho must stand trial. 

Herman Suhr la still la prison al- 
thoueh all of the members of the jury 
which convicted him have signed a re- 
quest for his pardon. 



Sacco and Vanzetti 

Sacco and Vanzetti have been Im- 
prisoned in Massachusetts for six 
years. They were convicted upon 
framed evidence. The same judge 
who convicted them refused a new 
trial although the chief witness. Capt. 
Charles H. Proctor of the State Po- 
lice confessed to having framed tb* 
evidence. 



Ninety-five political prisoners, all 
I. W. W.'s, are serving sentences 
tnil> r these, laws In the following 
states: California, SR. Washington, 6; 
Kansas, 1; Oklahoma. 1. 



Anita Whitney 

Anita Whitney who ha-s recently 
won tho right to have her case re- 
viewed by the L'oited States Supreme 
Court, was convicted in the courts of 
California and Imprisoned solely be- 
cause of ber membership Id the Com- 
munist-Labor Party. 



Anthony Biraba 

Anthony Rlraba. the editor of a 
Lltuanian paper In Brockton. Mass., 
was arrested and charged with "Blas- 
phemy" and Sedition. The charge of 
blasphemy was brought under a stat- 
ute 229 years old. Ho was acquitted 
on the blasphemy charge but sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of $100 under the 
Pennsylvania war-time sedition law 
which is still In force. Similar laws 
passed under the spirit of war-time 
hysteria are still on the statute-books 
of 35 states. 



Crouch and Trumbull 

They were two young soldiers In 
Schofleld Barracks. Hawaii, who 
"openly declared themselves commu- 
nists'* and In sympathy with the work- 
ers' cause. Crouch was sentenced to 
forty year* hard labor and Trumbull 
to twenty five. On account of their 
"unusual Intelligence" they were con- 
sidered dangerous by army authorities. 
The sentence^ were afterwards com- 
muted. Trumbull having served one 
/ear is now free. Crouch is serving a 
turoo-year sentence. 



Foltom, California, Cases 

In FoUoui. California, sixty-one men 
are serving sentences of from one to 
fourteen years under the California 
syndicalism law. Most of them were 
sonteored merely for membership In 
the I. W. W. which constitutes crime 
under that law. Among those con- 
victed are a number who were sum- 
moned as witnesses In other cases. 
Wbilo on the witness stand they were 
asked the question "Aro you a member 
of the I. W. W ?" Those who aiwwered 
"Yes" were arrested after leaving the 
stand and convicted. No proof ot 
crime or violence la necessary under 
the vicious California law. 



The Central ia Cases 

la 1915 the L W. W. hall in Cen- 
tralis. Washington, was raided by a 
mob. Some of the members attempted 
to defend themselves but were over- 
whelmed by numbers. Leslie Ever- 
etta w'i» brutally murdered while try- 
ing to scape. Eleven membere of the 
organlxatloa were arrested Armistice 
nighL They are still In prison al- 
though there was no attempt to bring 
to justice the members of the lawless 
mob which mades an unprovoked at- 
tack upon them and murdered their 
comrade. 



Edgi 



_ar Coombs 

Edgar Coombs Is now imprisoned at 
Moundsville. West Virginia. Ha was 
arrested with 812 other* for the mur- 
der of John Core who was killed la 
tho flgbtln* at Beech Creek during 
the trouble In the mines of West Vir- 
ginia. Ail of those arrested are now 
out except Coombs who baa aroused 
the special enmity ot the operators. 
Ha was sentenced to 99 years which 
wan afterwards reduced to 11 years. 
He was denied the change of venue to 
another county granted to other union 
men held oa charge* of murder and 
treason. Ha la aow serving his- sen- 
tence while his wire and six children 
carry oa the weary struggle for ex- 
istence. 

It la aot possible to list the names 
of all of those who are today Impris- 
oned la the United States because of 
their activities in the cause of labor. 
These casos serve as a sample of 
American justice. They constitute an 
Indictment ot which our courts will 
find It hard to face whenever an en- 
lightened working-class stands to chal- 
lenge them. They prove that evidence 
Is planted, juries bribed, perjured evi- 
dence accepted, prejudice of race or 
opinion used to the utmost when the 
capitalist powers wish to free them- 
selves of a man who has the courage 
to fight tor the rights pledged to him 
and bis fellowa by the constitution of 
the United. States. Men are languish- 
ing ia prisons all over tho country for 
their opinions. Liberty Is dead un- 
less the people arouse and set them 
free. If there be left In America any 
who think tbey are free they ehould 
carefully read this record. They ore 
aot free whflo these others are bound. 
At any time they may hear the prison- 
door clang upon them and find them- 
selves In .helpless despair. The fight 
for freedom must be made NOWI 



A Request. 
Have you one or more copies of 
Kirkpatrlck's Think— or Surrender 
that you would obligingly seil to the 
author of the book? Kindly write the 
National Executive Secretary. 



Knowledge la the only guide to 
safety. Read the Appeal. $1 per 
year. 



Put Your Dollars 

in 

CHICAGO'S LABOR BANK 

where the national office of the So- 
cialist party does its Ranking. 
Efficient Service in Every Branch 
ot Meniern Banking. 

glmalgamatet) 
{Crust 

anb fcalmifliS ftianh 

111 W.Jackson Blvd.. at Clark St. 
Chicago, Illinois 



Q/fmertcan Q/fppeal 



•*»y t. 1926. 



How Bankers Rule World Told By London Publication 



A eoudoM organisation of financial magnates centering In the federal 
Reserve Board of the United 8tates and the Bank of England and to be for- 
taer shared by_> propoeed central bank of Europe, control* governments, 
national prodnctlon and trade, the apportionment of raw material and mar- 
fcaU aad the peace and war and armament policies of the natlone through- 
•at the civilised world. . , . , 

Thle aaaadal world-truet-thle oligarchy of banker*— perpetuate* Itr role 
ever the civilised world by limiting consumption— that I*, by maintaining 
world wide artificial poverty where world wide wealth for all baa at last be- 
com* possible. PoUUcally. It realises It* world rule through the League of 
Nation* and the World Court. „ , . 

Theee start ling *tatemeot* are made by the New Axe. London. England, 
la aa article eatitled "The Key to World Politic*." la this article I* the fol- 
lowlxxg brief outline of thl* new system of World Government: 

Meaning of the Surplus 



Power Bated on Poverty 

•High Financial l»©llcy.— 'Produce 
■ore, eooaume lea*. The theory 1* 
that national prosperity depend* on 
personal abstinence. Consequent* — a 
fast expansion of the mean* of produc- 
tion (capital resource*), but no cor- 
responding expansion of the mean* of 
life. 

"Policy of the Individual— To in- 
crease hi* consumption relatively to 
hi* expenditure of energy. More good* 
for lesa work, Policy justified by rea- 
son of modern machine production. 



"The .Dominant Pol ky.— Financial 
policy prevails because It 1* made ef- 
fective through the control of financial 
credit, which t* a monopoly of the 
banking system 

-Instrumentation of Policy— The 
bunking s>stem uses It* monopoly to 
encourage the multiplication of fac- 
tories ami plant, and to discourage 
the output of consumable goods. The 
result is the 'exportable surplus' and 
the struggle to dump it abroad. Hence 
war. Against thin tendency the Indi- 



vidual can, ia theory. use the power 
of bis vote. Hut a* Finance define* 
the Issues on which be may vote, hie 
political power 1* diverted to Irrelev- 
ant issues, and so disputed. 

"Internal Government. -Ia Great 
Britain, the power over policy pro- 
ceeds from the Bank of England, la 
association with the 'Big Five' banks, 
through the Treasury, then through 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
delimits the Initiative of his colleague* 
in the Cabinet. The Cabinet In it* 
turn arrange* the main Issues to be 
discussed by Parliamentary Commit- 
tees, and debated by the full House. 
If the HoiiMe should reject any one of 
these Jssues, It condemns lt*eU to dis- 
solution. Notice that the prtuclple of 
popular election ends at the House of 
Common*; that Is. at the third re- 
move down from the source of nation- 
al policy. The personnel of the banks, 
the Treasury, ami the Cabinet, is de- 
cided by secret nomination." 

How the World It Governed 
The 'central bank' of every na- 
tion, while dominating that nation's 



policy, as described above, la Iteelf 
an agent administering the policy of 
■n International banking trust of 
which It I* a member. Tbu* the ulti- 
mate control of every nation's policy 
I* outside that nation. This control I* 
to be exercised. In appearance, by the 
Council of the League of Nations— - 
a sort of Cabinet of Europe. The As- 
sembly of the League may be called 
the European Parliament The 
League's International Commissions of 
various sorts are like so many Par- 
liamentary Committee*. Notice that, 
unlike national Parliaments, not even 
the Assembly, much less the Council, 
of the League, 1* popularly elected. 
Moth are secretly nominated. Finance 
controls the nominations. Thus, the 
control of policy is not. even In form, 
granted to the millions of people 
whose dentine* are Involved In the sys- 
tem. Democracy is at aa end- it it 
ever had a beginning. 

How Poverty I» Enforced 

Th* Rots of National Parliaments. 

—These institutions have no func- 
tion left but that of persuading or 



coercing the public Into acquiescence 
in a condition of economic scarcity 
deliberately decreed by external finan- 
cial policy. The available national 
Income has to be rationed out to 
Capital and l-abor in such manner as 
to poHtpone the outbreak of Industrial 
hostilities. 

"The Role of the League of Nation*. 

—This body's function is to ration the 
available world Income among nation* 
by rationing their market* In such 
manner as to postpone • fresh out- 
break of war. 

"Tha Final l**u*. Every economic 
and political problem In the world 
can be resolved .into a conflict be- 
tween the Individual, who say*: 'I 
mdst consume in order to live,' and 
the world financial autocracy which 
says: 'You must not consume If you 
would live.' The conflict, for Instance, 
between Capital and Labor, Is at root 
a struggle between two bodies of 
would be consumers over a given 
quantity of purchasing power which is 
being kept insufficient by the bank- 
ing system as a matter of policy. 



Neither party to the struggle I* re- 
sponsible for the occasion of the 
struggle, nor can remove It by strike* 

or lock-outs." 

Overlooks Important Fact 

That capitalist power has come final- 
ly to be centered In the financial 
magnates U undoubtedly correct. 
That behind tho League of Nation* 
and the World Court Is the League 
of International Bunkers Is no doubt 
true. That the bankers' international 
trust preserves Its present system of 
credits and power by decreasing con- 
sumption (wages) in each nation and 
increasing the "exportable surplus.** 
ha.« been proved by many recent de- 
velopments. 

But It is a u;osl serious mistake 
to conclude that the overthrow or eli- 
mination of th» bunkers' oligarchy 
will remove the fundamental evils of 
capitalism. WORLlMlULLV. FINAN- 
CIAL CAPITALISM IS NOTHING 
MOKE THAN THE SUPREME EX 
j PltESSION OF INDUSTRIAL CAP- 
! ITALISM. LOP OFF THE FINAN- 



CIAL SUPERSTRUCTURE OF CAp. 
ITALISM AND ANOTHER 0\g 
WOULD ARISE QUICKLY IN Hi 
PLACE. Publicly own the bank* ar ,4 
money system and we vould still hm» 
the private ownership of Industry and 
the wage system left. Tho wag* «<>>ild 
continue to limit consumption. Tht 
"exportable surplus" would still U 
unsolvable and menacing quenttoa 
under the system. The workers would 
■till be poor in the midst of th* m*. 
chlnery and means for producing abuo- 
daat wealth. 

There Is a strong present tendency 
in view of the tremendous power and 
abuses of the International bankers' 
trust to align the workers with th* In- 
dustrial capitalists against th<; Rein- 
cial capitalist*. This I* a dan«« rr, u , 
trap. THE WORKERS MUST F.'j. 
MINATE BOTH THROUGH TH£ 
PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND I»KMf> 
CRATIC .OPERATION OF BOTH T.HE 
INDUSTRIAL AND FINANCIAL SYS. 
TEMS. IT IS THE ONLY ROM. TO 
EMANCIPATION AND PLENTY Kofl 
ALL. 



What Is Socialism? 



Question— What I* it you SocUlisU 
araa/urr 

Answer- -We want to establish a 
condition where productive labor 
either of hand or bra'n shall not be 
oppressed or robbed of its product. 
The Socialist movement bears the 
*ame relation to labor that the French 
aad American revolutious bore to cit- 
izenship. Just a* the;e revolution.-* 
came to establish the sovereignty <>t 
the citizeu in government and gave us 
political democracy. Socialism is com 
ing to establish the sovereignty of th<* 
worker in Industry and give u» in- 
dustrial democracy. 

Question -What would Socialism be 
llke? 

Answer— Socialism would be a co- 
operative com::.oo«<-:ilth of producers 
where the ba*lc industries would be 
owned by the people and the worker 
Would have citizenship and a vote in 
the management of industry and would 
receive the full value created by bis 
labor except bis just contribution to- 
ward the upkeep of industry and nec- 
essary government. 

Question — What would be the ad 
vantage* of such a sy«tetn? 

Answer — Such a system would abol- 
iah poverty, realize liberty, and es- 
tablish universal culture. 

Question — How? 

Answer—The forces of production in 
the world today are great enough to 
produce all tho wealth that the human 
race can consume, but production I* 
artificially limited to the low purchas- 
ing power of the present wage eystem. 
Under Socialism where the worker 
would receive the full value created by 
hi* labor, the purchasing power of the 
people would be equal to their produc- 
tive power. THE PRESENT LIMITS 
WOULD BE TAKEN OFF FROM 
PRODUCTION. THE WORLDS 
PRESENT TREMENDOUS PRODUC- 
TIVE FORCES THUS RELEASED 
WOULD PRODUCE ALL THE 
WEALTH ALL THE PEOPLE COULD 
USE. 

Liberty would be realized In its full- 
est sense, because the exploitation of 
labor and the other forms of rotibery 
growing out of it. ar«> the "nty things 
that have ever caused opr»r.»*-sion. «lav- 
ery. social Inequality— and exploita- 
tion and robbery would be unneces 
sary and unthinkable In a wortd. 
where any p* r*ori by normal produc- 
tive exertion co'ild haw all the wealth 
he could use legitimately. Liberty In 
such a society would be complete be- 
cause democracy would be complete. 
Culture would become universal be- 
cause wealth and security and the 
leisure to enjoy life would be uni- 
versal. 

Question -How do you Socialists 
propose to bring thi* condition? 

Answer — By the fullest possible or- 
ganization of the victims of the pres- 
ent system for the purpose of utiliz- 
ing to the fullest extent all the ap- 
proaches to Socialism. The approach** 
to Socialism are through the I-abor 
movement to the emancipation of 
labor. Through the cooperative move, 
ment to the cooperative common- 
wealth. Through the Socialist Party 
to control Of government. The first 
step toward Socialism of a Socialist 
government would be the public own- 
ership of the monopolies. With the 
trust* ia the hands of the people, the 
rest would be easy. 

Question — To what extent have the 
Socialist* realised this program? 

Answer — The organised labor move- 
ment of the world, with a few excep- 
tions, notably In the United 8 tales. 



ha* become a part of the Socialist 
movement. To a large extent the co- 
operative movement, especially in Eu- 
! rope, bus iwroitie Socialist In spirit. 
! aim and membership. Th*» Socialist 
j parties of the world, call* d labor par- 
! ties In some instances. «onstitute alto- 
J get her the largest political movement 
1 »-ver known Socialist parti*-* control 
five of the six Australian t.Mt«-« Me\ 
' ico has a Socialist president and u 
; .■.•■mi Socialist parliament. The Smi.il- 
' i.-ts are tbe major partien in Denmark 
• and Sweden ar»d control the nv.iu^tru*- 
. The> ar». th»- second stroug*-*t parti*- 
j in < treat Britain. Franc*-, Germany. 
■ Swiu«-r!at d. IMgium. Austria. Fin 
land. Latvia, Extbonla. and New 
Zealand: th- third lare-st lartus in 
Holland. «'/• » (:*» Slovakia. Poland, fev- 
era! South Am*-ri<an countries and In 
South Africa Tl..-> w*r«« rapidly as- 
cending t<> poM>r in Italy. Hungary. 
Bulgaria. Jugo Slavu and Koumunia 
when the flood of artto-d Fasvinm w;w- 
hurled a^a;r.<; th. ni li:;«>ia. th** larg- 
est country ia tht *orli. t* controlled 
by the workers and is making prom 
islng progress toward Socialism. 



It is Just as sensible to *hotit for 
war as it is to vol*- the Republican 
or Democratic ticket, for the policy 
of both these parties make for war. 



Notice: Westmoreland 
County Socialists! 

The Westmoreland county. Pennsyl- 
vania, Socialist Party has nominated a 
complete ticket and bled petitions, and 
»c find that the Socialist vote ie so 
considerable that the old party «.oi.di- 
dates trltd to sveur.- tbe Soclaliat 
nomination, and in this instance a 
I>*-mocrat has file<l a Social. *t peti- 
tion for Congressional nooiination 
This means that th»-re wiil be a con 
test in the primaries between th** regu- 
lar Socialist nominee and the otb»-r 
candidate. Th- regular Socialist noOM 
Dev for U. S. l'otigr»-ac is our w»-ll 
knoun Stat** Coatmitteeman. HARRY 
ECKARD. of New Ken^in^tnn Tb.> 
Democrat Is ALBERT H BELL. All 
Socialist* in Westmoreland Couu*> 
should attend the primaries and vote 
for Eckard. We must not allow old 
party politicians to secure our norni 
nation by any such trick A contest 
is unusual for Socialist, with tht; re- 
sults that most of our Comrad-v- d > not 
go to the primary election Tin-, u a 
mlsUke. as it gives the old party a 
chance to steal our nomination. Went 
moreland Socialist!* ar>- urg<-d to get 
out a full vote on Mayvlsth 

The oth* % r regular Socialist candi- 
dates in Westmoreland County are: 
For Assembly, First District. John 
Fradtd. Latrobe and George H. Hunt 
er. Unity Towtwhip (Two to be no ml 
nated). Second District Bertha Tin 
ney. New Kensington and Henry J 
Hufnagei. Irwin (Two to be nominat- 
ed). Third District. Anton Zornik 
and l(erttnn!<». and Oscar O. Simpson. 
South Green sburg. (Two to be noml 
natedi 

M. K. CHURNS. 



Thousands who do not vote need to 
realize that the ballot is worth while, 
providing it is a Socialist ballot. 



Who is the master? No nation on 
earth can fight s war of defense un 
less tbe banks will lend it money. 
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Another Appeal Victory 

Since the American Appeal exposed 
the swindle of the employe customer 
non voting stock selling scheme, tbe 
hard boiled reactionary Interstate 
Commerce Commission, (on March 
nil ruled that such stock* cannot In- 
further issued Thf* rulinxs cover 
these points: 

t In the Van Sw.nnifen .•.».■«» th* ««m- 
mt-wt<.fi ■l.-nnun. taking a«tav th«- vnt- 
tt\K nsM» from pref.rr.-.l «»ih-W and the 
•• hoik ui> • f a vol Ink- »r>»-'. wp«rrt>y 
min..r f% coriirol of hti»;<- |;«i>i»rti-« wan 

;• !e th. W.il,a.«h l'itr-l>tirirh * »AVj»i 
X'irititi -i . .t.«.. la.«t w< fk the e>>mmi«i<i.>n 
in. I wti 111.- n.it e<ti. » i» ««.uid n<.t p»r- 
mir i-.-u.tiu . r.f pr. f.<rre<l un!.« if rar- 
t • \«.-ii:.r i»»iu«-r 

.! Ir: .» < tl^-.ip. A- <»1.|.. «-.| e Tii'«- 

<l.i> »*»— » ••ninu'-i, n 'l.«-ltr»e<l to permit 

M - r I i.. r- .ii.l jr-.- it*. If f - r <-at»tal 

e« i»-ikdiiur> •> ..n i ««it'«idi «ry t.y i»»«j.in>'»- 
..f !..|..|. that capita! *tru. X ure* 

**^r.- f t<.|-t-,..:i % v with t-»nd» and the 
r..ad . < ii!i| aff -rd tr. tuk.- k. 

Th»- unspeakable nev\ meiaher of 
the «.ommi«-ion. Thomas F \Vim>.|< <•< k. 
who was confirmed only when the 
senate went into executive s%*-»sinn mi 
the public could not tell who voted fur 
him. opposed the^e rulings. 

A Kans.i... cjty S'ar dispatch som- 

ments* "All fhe^e moves hy th»- ct«m- 
misxion hav.- ASTONISHED THE 
BANKINC WOULD For if there was 
one supposedly Safe and san*-* c<»m 
placent Inxly In Wanhinirton if «i« the 
hoard regulating the railroads.** 

If l« true that publication of the e*. 
«enflal facts relative to the billions of 
h<»gus stocks issued havn been pub- 
lished by a few other papers; but it I* 
the placing of the facts before the 
WOKKI.Vfi CLASS that has alarmed 
the culprits snd their backers into the 
caution that means a temporary vic- 
tory for the American Appeal. 



A Flock of Fables 

Here arve the gr*-ufest faMes in the 
world: 

That the plute* will contribute to 
the campaign fund of th»* • S<* lallst 
party. 

That Socialist* se.-k to employ 
force so lorg as the ballot Is tn their 
hands 

That Socialists fav«»r "dividing up" 
of th" property of tb*« world. 

That Socialists of Amerii a take die 
tafion of either Wall street or any 
portion of Europe. 

But you say. there are no animals 
In thes«» fables . and animals are re- 
quired for th*» perfect fable. But there 
are animals— tbe Elephant, the Jack- 
ass, the goat— that is you- and any 
number of Parasites of different 
shape and scent 



The next war will be a commercial 
one. But you will be taught that the 
"enemy" — yet to be disclosed— is s 
brute, while he will be taught that 
you are a moron, in order to stir yon 
both to the fighting pitch. 



Beware! Liberty's 
Arch Assassins Are 
Still on Their Job 

The greatest mistake the lovers of 
liberty in America can make is to. as- 
sume that "the assault on civil and 
p< rj.on.il liberty beginning with the 
World War i» only a temporary, war 
|diero::.et.on and will soon p;t>s. 

It is a phenomenon, not so much of 
war as it it of the advanced monopolis- 
tic, plutocratic statje of capitalism. 
War or no war, it veouid have come. 
The war merely hastened and intensi- 
fied it. 

IT tS NOT PASSING. IT IS IN- 
CREASING EXACTLY TO THE EX- 
TENT THAT ORGANIZED AMERI- 
CAN PLUTOCRACY IS DEVELOP- 
ING AND SENSINC THAT ALL 
IOEAS OF LIBERTY AND SOCIAL 
PROGRESS ARE ITS DANGEROUS 
AND MORTAL ENEMIES. 

I At this v«ry moment a NA- 
TIONAL SEDITION LAW that would 
Mot out whatevir of liberty remains 
in America is now before Congr***. 
IT I'KOIIIBITS THE I'TTEItA.NCE 
ANl» I'l HLICATION OF THEORIES 
OI'IMiSEH TO THE PKESENT IN 
IirSTItlAI. KEtilME AND INTER- 
IM* TED BY IT. 

2. The infamous Espionage I .aw un- 
der which Debs was convfeted and im- 
prisoned is on the statute books and 
held In reserve. 

3. The clause of this law clothing 
the I'ost-offlce Department with pow- 
er to censor, suspend, or suppress ptib- 
licatmn* op|)osin< the existing econo- 
mic regime Is still IX ACTIVE Of'KIt- 
ATIoN whenever tbe Postmaster tlen- 
eral .sees fit to use It. 

4. The strike of textile workers 
now going on in New Jersey has never 
been exceeded in violence and lawless- 
ness on the part of tho employing in- 
terests and never has a closer connec- 
tion been shown between the owners 
of Industry and their official lackeys 
wielding the powers of government. 

6. Four alien registration and de 
portatioti lulls are now before con- 
STev- Then,- IhJL, would create a s>s- 
t-m of intimidation tn this country 
even wor-e than thit und* r the r«-coni 
reign of terror of the Depart rn*. nt of 
Justice. Aliens would be registered, 
and finger printed and treated like 
criminals. I'ndoubtedly this tendency 
to establish greater control over aliens 
arises mainly from the f*rt that most 
workers trom Europe now have ad- 
vanced to the point of thinking where 
they are opp<*«-d to the capitalist 



Oklahoma City Frees Self of Tax 




Poat a City. Oklahoma, pupuluiion L'.» is otiv city in the failed States 

that has dlfi overed the secret of getting rict altoir-tl er of the crushing bur- 
den of taxation, which is piling up to an alarming extent upon communities all 
over the t'nlted States Were it not for outstanding bonds, for which Interest 
money must be raised by taxation. Ponca City would have no taxes whatever 
during the ensuing year. What Is the secret of this unusual condition? THE 
SECRET IS THAT THIS CO.MMIMTY OWNS A MIMCIPAL IJC.HT AND 
POWER PLANT FROM WHICH IT REALIZES. SI FFICIENT PROFITS TO 
PAY ALL MIMCIPAL EXPENSES EXCEPT INTEREST ON BONDS. It 
is self supporting bet-ante it has learned the secret of owning its own utilities 
rather than letting some private profiteering corporation own them. EVERY 
COMMCNITY AND EVERY STATE IN AMERICA AND THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT ITSELF COCLD GET RID OF ALL TAXATION 
THROUGH PUBLIC OWNERSHIP. 



A Great Book 

Tbe most bumoroo* man in the 
American Socialist movement and 
one of tbe most powerful speak- 
ers in this country, is Oscar An> 
eringer. His "Life and Deeds of 
Uncle Sam** it a screamingly 
amusing history of tbe United 
States. It's great — it ia. 

We want one thousand people to 
read this book In the next thirty days. 
To accomplish this we cut the price 
down, way down, "low down.** so you 
can read it and then afford to lend It 
a doten times and make 'em laugh - 
and learn. You may have a single 
copy for only five cents; a dozen for 
S» cents; 100 for only $3.00. Grab'eui 
while they last Address. National 
Office. 2653 Washington boulevard. 
Chicago, and mention this advertise- 
ment. 
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j »; At this moment the government 
! wields a weatstn of tremendous op- 
I pressiou and suppression in the pre* 
; ent passport regulation taw. long af 
I ter other civilized countries have abol 
j L-hed such restrictions One of the 
; irreatvst Inlqulti**. Is the disfranchise 
j ment of American women because 

they marry aliens, and the use of this 
' passport s.) stein to k«-ep them out of 
J their native country whenever they 

cross the border. Another gross ini 
! quity is the u«»» of this system to bar 
j men like Karolyl. former Socialist 
I president of Hungarla. and Saklatva- 
I la. communist member of the British 

• parliament, merely because they are 

• opposed to capitalism. 
| 7. Most dannerous of all I* th* new 
J universal draft bill prompted by th* 

American Legion, making a dictator of 
the president and drafting all able- 
bodied males* between 21 and 30 for 
war and for compulsory service ia in- 
dustry during th* war. 

AMERICA IS ALL PRIMED TO 
SHIFT TO A MILITARY DICTATOR- 
SHIP LIKE ITALY. SPAIN. HUN- 
GARY. BULGARIA. ROUMANIA. 
WHEN AN EMERGENCY ARISES. 
AMERICANS! ARE YOU ASLEEP OR 
AWAKE? WILL YOU SUPINELY 
PERMIT CHAINS TO BE FORGED 
ON YOUR WRISTS? WILL YOU 
SEE YOUR CHILDREN CONSIGNED 
TO HOPELESS SLAVERY WITHOUT 
A PROTEST? 



The espionage law was not repealed 
but ouly suspended. A proclamation 
by the President, and you will either 
shut up or else. 

The public roads have been taken 
away from tbe public and given to tbe 
owners of the automobiles. 



Public OwnersWp 
Makes Big Recent 
Gains in America 



The city of 1'hoeulx. Arizona re- 
ports Public Ownership- receml> took 
over the street railwuy lines arid Is 

I now titico-ssfully operating them. 

i 

That is more thau the private com 
ptny did The hues were owned by 
Los Augeb > interests which were un- 
ahle to m.tkc them pay and therefore 
oiuinni d th.- >ervu e and aban- 
doned the lines. The city appraised 
them at the price of junk and took 
them over. It Is operating them at a 
small profit to the city No doubt It 



will have to spend considerable money 
in improvements 

The municipally owned docks and 
terminals in Tampa. Florida, turned 
$:•.•.•*:• into the city treasury in one 
month The total receipts were $ZJ,Qi. 
the c<wt of operation $017. and the net 
' profit to the ciry $2.'jS'.*. 
i Ahhtabuia. Oh:o, owns its light and 
'power plant. In addition to supply- 
i Ing its own needs, it is supplying cur- 
j rent to the tountv seat. Jefferson. 
Coraopolis. Pennsylvania, owns Its 
Ikht and power plant and its water 
i works s>>tem The question of issu- 
ing bonds to the amount of $"20.o.io 
; for extensions and improvements tame 
j up at a recent election. As the private 
, Interest are tr>ing to gobble up the 
! muuicipal power plants, the election 
j was bitterly contested, but the bonds 
I were carried by a vote of 6 to I. 



St. Joseph. Missouri, owns it- . ^ 
and V>wer plant. The mayor ha* 
urged the citizens, in a recent 
sage; to support the plant and t<, ex- 
tend municipal ownership to <.rh»* 
utilities. 

The city of Redding. California, 
owns its electric lighting plant Tbe 
• i y of Oroville asked the cily niaa- 
ager -if Redding for his advue tc r» 
y.nt:d to Oroville acquiring It* 
pL.r»« The manager fctrongly p.'.av 
»n r'd ' ihe acquisition, and ll«*-d as 
:..!v rt; : -i'.-s of municipal own< r-Y;>. 
lo*. r tj-.os. lower rate of inter*-. • oa 
m««r.«. v ti.irrowtvi. lower cost of p. *er 
f»»- a ? nicipal purpose.t. tb»* r'ric. 
•m.- •• ;i...ii-tries .by means of 

Th- oiivate power interesr- :.-jrt 
»u. ... ^ d in inducing th»» <:•> of 
( o-.r-i :uir. Ohio, to sell to th*-m ;r* 
niir.Ki^ally owned light plat.: for 
ah.-o* H00.00O. Private inter".-* < wuct 
all «uch plants and are sprea.lir.i 
••»•!»« »rt that municipal plants ar- <i«. 
creasing in number. This is Co*. tr:« 
Public Ownership says that In 1/21 
the latest year for which accurat- Si 
ures are obtainable, there w.-:- is 
America 2<S more municipally '.*ae<l 
light and power plants than th»-r- *»r» 
In 1917 

Profits of some California a* 
oicIpaMy owned electric planv r.r 
11*24 are as follows: Rosevill^. |.\. 
61S; Redding. $27,583; Lodi. f!« »i»; 
Alameda. llo9.97g ; Rirersid*. LIT- 
652; Glendale. $316.«30; ra>:i!-»3». 
1406.071: Los Angeles. $3.137.€2: 

— Milwaukee L-a l-r 



Notice to Advertisers 

Sock as have standard good, 
or reliable wares of any kind, 
may have limited space in ths 
column* of the American Appeal 
Tbe fastest growing weekly with 
a national circulation. 

Tbe Appeal readers, are ail for 
its s u pport as an institution c4 
tbeir own. And will coni^ iuenlry 
yield better returns to advertis- 
ers, than any other medium. 

Terms: SO cents a line. 14 lines, 
1 inch, $5.00. No advertisement 
accepted for less than $2.50. 

Rates supplied for standing ad- 
vertisement*. Address the Amer* 
iean Appeal, 2653 Waahingtoa 
BhrdL, Chicago, Illinois. 



Message 
of the 

This Issue- THE DEBS SPECIAL 
CITIZENSHIP EDITION— of the Amur- 
i«an Appeal, goes into the han«b< of 
many thousands of new readers. 

Perhaps you are s new reader. 

If you are. this is an explanation to 
you ot the American Appeal and the 
Cause it represents. 

This is a special issue of the paper 
devoted to one subject— THE DE- 
STRUCTION OF CIVIL LIBERTY IN 
AMERICA 

It telb< HOW civil liberty was de- 
stroyed; WHO destroyed it. and HOW 
IT CAN BE RESTORED. 

Every once und awhile the American 
Appeal delivers a special blow of this 
kind for information on subjects of 
most vital and commanding impor- 
tance. 

Between these blows. AIMED AT 



to New Readers 
American Appeal 



THE EVILS THAT ARE DESTROY- 
INI. THIS REPUHLIC. the American 
Appeal is a paper of NEWS AND ED- 
UCATION 

It aims to cover in an EDUCA- 
TIONAL WAY the important and sig- 
nificant news of each week. 

This paper above all things advo- 
cates TRUE DEMOCRACY. COM- 
PLETE DEMOCRACY — DEMOCRACY 
IN INDUSTRY AS WELL AS GOV- 
ERNMENT. 

The field from which the American 
Appeal draws Its NEWS. Its FACTS. 
Its INSPIRATION, is world wide. The 
Labor Movement Is a mighty power in 
every civilised country In the world. 
Tbe organized farmer movement is 
rapidly spreading into every country 
and is tending more and more each 
year toward co-operative and demo- 



cratic action and toward the id-.'.i of 
INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY 

The world Is in a great stiv 
change. Never before were there M 
many great, snd important an.! 
eating events. You need a p:ir-f 
UNDERSTANDS them, INTEJU KKTS 
them, and lays before you earh 
tbe startling or Inspiring TIM TH 
about them. 

Does this interest you? Ar- yoa 
sympathetic? DO YOU WAN T TO 
KEEP IN TOUCH WITH T'lKSF 
OR EAT EVENTS AND DEVI 
MENTS? 

If you do. write your name a. : ad- 
dress on the subscription ord -r l a-* 
below. Clip it out and send it ' • • - 
addres* on the blank with on Inl- 
and receive the American Ap;>- ^ f 
one year. 
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